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The end of April and May was an exciting month for many of the Bay Yacht Club members.  The Regatta del 
Sol al Sol from St. Petersburg, FL to Isla Mujeres Mexico (Cancun) was a great race with Lynn Walton “Susan 
II” taking 2

nd
 place in division, and 7

th
 overall with Chip Spence and Walter Crawford crewing.  Chip and 

Brenda spent another week sailing the waters of Mexico with Lynn.  Crew for the positioning of Susan II to FL 
was Lewis Eisenberg and Russ York.  Crew to position Susan II back to Corpus was Larry Frank and Andy 
Horner.  Rick Harrison “KeelNTime” with his son crewing also represented BYC in the Race.  Rick and Vicki 
will be sailing the eastern seaboard for the summer.  On the positioning trip to FL, Rick and Vicki hit some-
thing and had to be airlifted off their vessel by the Coast Guard.  Their story is most exciting, so be sure to 
quiz them when they return.  Doug Weakly & Tom Kane won the CCYC Port A race and Doug Weakly won 
the J-24 race on Lake Travis.  Lewis Eisenberg purchased a new vessel in St. Petersburg and sailed it across 
the Gulf to Corpus without incident.  While in St. Petersburg I had the honor of representing the Bay Yacht 
Club in a burgee exchange ceremony with Bob Johnson, Commodore of the St. Petersburg Yacht Club. 
 
The cruises this month were also quite exciting, the HeeHee was a great trip, even with the storm that blew 
through during the dinner hour, and re-location of the party to the Beach Club.  The trip to Rockport was really 
a motor sail with winds peaking at about 1 knot.  Only two vessels hit the boom that was stretched across the 
bay with little or no marking.  The Rockport Yacht Club hosted us on Saturday night and then everyone trav-
eled on to Fulton on Sunday for dinner at Moon Dogs Sunday night, also quite nice.  Monday was much bet-
ter with motoring only to Port A, and a nice quartering tailwind for the trip back to Corpus. 
 
June will bring the gentle breezes, and nice cool weather.  Activities will include the Pier Party, Photo Shoot, 
Sat Series Race #4, MORF Port A Offshore race, Cruise to Port A, Father’s Day Dinner, CCYC Youth Re-
gatta, the Educational Program on Marine Insurance, and more importantly, a good time with our friends.  Be 
sure to visit the website for calendar details. 
 
Each of the Committees are in full swing, and there is plenty to do for all to help.  If you would like to help any 
of the Committee Chairs, don’t be bashful to offer your services.  It is a lot of fun to participate in the area of 
your interest.  See you on the water and at the Club. 
 
 
 

 
BYC Commodore 

S/V Still Dreamin 

S/V Pazuzu 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

COMMODORE’S WATCH JUNE 2009 

Burgee presentation from Bob Johnson, Commodore, 
St Petersburg Yacht Club  
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The Regatta Del Sol goes from St Petersburg, FL, to Isla Mujeres, Mexico (456 nm).  On 24 April, 2 of the 
34 boats in the regatta were from BYC.  Rick Harrison had his son and son’s friend on Keel N Time and 
Lynn Walton had Commodore Crawford, Rear Commodore Chip Spence plus Charlie Bottoms as crew.   
Unfortunately Rick had to turn on the motor about 40 miles from the finish to insure his crew could meet 
flights home.  Susan II finished 2

nd
 in division, 5

th
 in cruising class and 7

th
 overall.  It was a great race with 

solid winds and big waves most of the way.  
Susan II returned to Corpus Christi on 21 May thanks to Andy Horner and past commodore Larry Frank 
volunteering to crew for the return trip.   Lewis Eisenberg and Russ York crewed for the delivery trip to St 
Petersburg.  Total circumnavigation of Gulf was 2,312 nm for Susan II.  Rick departed Isla for Key West on 
19 May where Vicki will join him for a trip north to the Chesapeake.   Both boats had fun getting to FL.  
Rick hit an unidentified object 70 miles off the coast of LA causing him to abandon ship and be rescued 
by a Coast Guard helicopter.  Two days later the boat broke free and Rick was able to recover it and con-
tinue on to Pensacola.  Lynn was running from a storm into Mobile Bay and lost both running lights and 
the life raft on a BIG rogue wave.  The life raft was spotted inflated and picked up by a freighter bound for 
Corpus Christ and has since been recovered thanks to Chip Spence and his friends. 
 
In summary it was a great adventure and BYC now has the St Petersburg Yacht Club and the Isla Mujeres 
Yacht Club burgees. 

                      Lynn Walton 

Rick and Vicki Harrison 
KeelInTime 

Chip and Brenda Spence 
Lynn and Susan Walton 

Charlie Bottoms 
Walter and Judy Crawford 

 
Susan II Crew and family 

The Regatta Del Sol—2009 
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 THE GALLEY SLAVE CO-ORDINATOR CORNER 
(also known as the Dinner Chairladies' comments)  

 
K and Bob Jack and Susie and Ed Portis joined together to provide the club with a Cinco de Mayo dinner on  
Saturday, May 2.  A moderate size crowd of about 50 members were in attendance to enjoy a menu of Roasted 
jalapeno peppers stuffed with cream cheese and wrapped in bacon, Green chicken enchiladas, Mexican Rice, 
Beans, as they are cooked in the Yucatan, Guacamole, Tortillas, and Tres leches cake. 
 
The following Saturday, May 9, Hal Peterson with the assistance of others went out of his way to ensure the la-
dies of the club were treated to a Mother’s Day dinner of tossed salad, prime rib, mashed potatoes and a 
mother’s day cake with ice cream, all served on appropriately decorated tables.  A very fine event which was 
much appreciated. 
 
The last scheduled dinner on May 30 was converted to “pot luck” due to no one volunteering to cook. 
 
There is only one dinner scheduled for June:  The Father’s Day dinner scheduled for June 27.  There are rumors 
going around that something unusual is being planned.  Stay tuned. 
 
AN IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Hal Peterson went out on a limb cooking prime rib for the club.  Because of the cost 
of the meal he repeatedly asked people to RSVP.  His email describing the anticipated meal included a written 
request for members to RSVP.  That request was also echoed by Jerry Vaughn when he forwarded the email to 
the membership.  However, notwithstanding his requests, 15 people showed up who had not responded, and he 
all but ran out of meat.  I don’t think Hal had any of his own meal, and I know those at the end of the line had 
very thin meat rations.  This time, I will not bother consulting Miss Manners.  To show up at an event for which an 
RSVP has been requested WITHOUT HAVING SENT PRIOR NOTICE OF YOUR ATTENDANCE is RUDE, AN 
EMBARRASMENT TO THE COOK AND INCONSIDERATE OF YOUR FELLOW CLUB MEMBERS.  It also 
shows a distinct lack of proper home training.   
 

K 

PIER PARTY EVENT—JUNE 6TH 

Party starts on C Dock at 1730 and moves to B Dock at 1830 followed by dessert at the club at 2000.  The host 
boats will be providing tours of their boats and serving appetizers.  Wine and beer will be available via a traveling 
dock cart.  Please remember that we can't wander with open drinks between the docks!  Donation of $3.00 will be 
collected. 

 
Hal Peterson  

and galley slave, 
Jim Isbelll 
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I was a sailor.  I was born upon the tide; with the sea I did abide.  I sailed a schooner round the Horn of Mexico.  I 
went aloft to furl the mainsail in a blow.  When the yards broke off they say that I got killed; but I am living still. 
 
May was a busy month for the BYC Cruising schedule with 2 back to back cruises.  We want to give Keith and 
Carol of the Bahia Marina a big BYC salute for throwing another great party.  Though the weather didn’t play nice 
we still had a fun time.  For a live report we go to Bob Jack of Rima.  Take it away Bob. 
 
With the assistance of a stiff breeze, the early birds (Griffin from Port A, Concerto and Rima from Corpus) flew 
into Ingleside Cove on Friday.  Dinks were launched and the BYC crews (assisted by crews from several PIYC 
boats) were soon making serious inroads upon the beverages in the coolers of Bahia Marina. What happened 
next is somewhat fuzzy to this assistant cruise dude (ACD), but he and everyone else ended up with the toenails 
on their big toes painted bright red and green in memory of the late Doug Tinker, one of the original instigators of 
the Bahia Hee Hee.   

 Saturday saw the arrival of Cabaret from Port Aransas and Brigadoon, Eau de Vie, Sea Flight, Tally Ho, and 
Tempest from Corpus, bringing the total of BYC boats in the anchorage to 9 – a very respectable percentage of 
the total boats at anchor. 

 Saturday evening also brought the arrival of The Cold Front.  While those crews on the beach were enjoying 
man made entertainment, those in the anchorage were enjoying Mother Nature’s.  Based on the events out on 
the water, this ACD is of the opinion that those on the boats had more fun (if not better food).  He is also of the 
opinion that the executive committee should consider expanding the number of annual cruising awards to in-
clude: 

 First:   “The Drag Queen” award.  First Nominee:  Sea Flight which managed to drag thru the entire anchorage 
without snagging any one else’s anchor AND without running into another boat.  “Dragging Done With Grace and 
Style” by Mark and Brenda Hiler.  

Second:  The “Best Inverted Dinghy Driver “award.  First Nominee:  John Huddleston, who, with his brother-in-
law’s assistance (the former Commanding Officer of the Lexington), managed to do an instantaneous flip.  Extra 
points should be awarded for the passenger ending up outside the dink, while the driver ended up under the in-
verted dink (thereby leaving all observers with the heart stopping question: “Wheeeeere’s Johnny?”  Additional 
points should also be awarded for doing the inversion dead upwind from the mother boat, thereby allowing the 
crew on board Concerto to complete the rescue without the assistance of others.  

Third.  The “Where’s My Bottom” award:  First Nominee:  Russ York, who, upon entering his dink to go rescue 
Concerto’s inverted dink, went straight thru the floor of Tally Ho’s dink, thereby giving the dink the appearance of 
an oversized life ring. 

 Fourth.  The “most times at anchor without the dinghy motor working and needing a tow” award.  Current 
holder:  Eau de Vie.  However, we still have many more cruises ahead of us for this year. 

 No cruise is complete without a final event.  Everyone returning to Corpus Sunday found a strong, invigorating 
north wind which produced spectacular sailing conditions.  While most of us were content to sail across the bay 
and motor into our slips, Russ and Mary Lee on Tally Ho apparently found that to be too conventional.  To spice 
up the event, they chose to motor across the bay and to raise their sails at the gap.  They claim the engine died 
just outside the gap, but this ACD is of the opinion that the crew wanted to show off their sailing skills by making 
a landing under sail on the bulkhead of the Cooper’s Alley “L” head. Incidentally, this “tactic” provided an opportu-
nity for a demonstration on how get a sailboat into a slip by side-tying a dink (yes, there were still one or two BYC 
operable dinks left) and using the outboard motor as propulsion and the sailboat’s rudder for steering.  It was a 
great cruise!!!!!!! 

Thank you Bob for your man on the scene report. 

Next up was the BYC Memorial Day Cruise to Rockport / Fulton.  Again for a live report we’ll turn it over to Bob Jack of 

Rima.  Take it away Bob. 

CRUISIN’ NOTES 
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The BYC Cruise to Rockport and Fulton was attended in whole or in part by Cabaret, Concerto, Eau de Vie, Élan, Honky 

Voodoo, No ETA, Raven, Rima, Starfish, Still Dreaming, Vintage, Warrior, Wave Dancer, Windswept and White Cap.  Six-

teen boat in all.  In Rockport the long string of BYC boats moored to the public bulkhead with flags a flying was impressive 

enough that the marina workers and tourists were seen taking photographs of the group.   

 

Another impressive fact:  Due to the lack of wind the trip to our destinations was a long motor.  However, only one boat ex-

perienced mechanical problems – and that problem was minor.  However, the trip across Corpus Christi Bay was marred by 

Eau de Vie running across a submerged pipe or piling which caught their keel and brought them to a sudden stop and may 

have caused a minor leak.  The existence of the underwater object was confirmed a few hours later by Still Dreaming which 

managed to avoid a major collision.  Also, many boats encountered thunderstorms during their trip.  However there was no 

complaining – the rain was needed and felt good. 

 

Saturday evening, the Rockport Yacht Club opened its doors for us with appetizers on the table and a cash bar.  In addition to 

the boat crews, many other BYC members arrived by land and soon the very nice RYC facilities were over flowing with our 

members wearing their very distinctive shirts.    

 

Sunday morning brought another “motor” around the corner in Aransas Bay to the Fulton Harbor, a BYC gathering at Moon 

Dogs in the afternoon for drinks and food, and another thunderstorm in the evening for entertainment.   

 

All in all, a very well attended and laid back cruise – when the ladies get out their reading material you know it was a relaxing 

experience.    

 

A tip of the hat to our Vice Commodore and Assistant Cruise Dude, Harry Armenia for his work in contacting the various 

facilities, coordinating with the Rockdale Yacht Club, briefing the captains, and ensuring everything went smoothly for eve-

ryone.  Well Done, Harry.  Your efforts were appreciated.  

 

Well it sounds like another successful out for the BYC.  You’ll want to mark your calendars for the upcoming events in June.  

On Saturday the 6th we will be have our pier party, and on the weekend of the 20th will be the BYC Summer “Sailstice” to 

Port Aransas.  As you may have figured out by now that coincides with the Summer Solstice or the longest day of the year.  

So lets get out there and have some fun.  Remember to have all colors flying, and “Drink up me hearties. Yo. Ho.” 

 

“That’s why we wander, and follow La Vie Dansante.”  

 

Ron Hebert 

S / V La Vie Dansante 

BYC Cruise Dude 
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 B.Y.C.                        JUNE 2009                      B.Y.C. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Marina Advi-

sory  Committee 

5:30PM Boat-

ers’ Facility 

2 
3 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

4 
  

5 6 
BYC Pier Party & 

Photo Shoot 
BYC Race 

Sat Series #4 11AM 

7 
  

BYC 
Board Meeting 

4:00 PM 

8 9 10 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

11 12 
  

13 
  

MORF Port A 
Offshore 

14 
Flag Day 

  
MORF Port A 

Offshore 

15 16 17 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

18 19 20 
  

BYC Cruise to Port 

A 
Solstice Event 

21 
Father’s Day 
1st Day Summer 

  
Cruise Home 

22 23 24 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

25 26      BYC 
Educational Pro-

gram 
Marine Insur. 

7:00 PM 

27 
BYC Father’s Day 

Dinner 
CCYC Youth 

Regatta 

28 
  

CCYC Youth 
Regatta 

29 30     
  
  
  
  
 

    

B.Y.C.                        JULY 2009                      B.Y.C. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

2 
  3 4 

BYC Independence 

Day Regatta 
Sat Series #5 

BYC 4th of July 

Social/Dinner 
 

5 6Marina Advi-

sory  Commit-

tee 5:30PM 

Boaters’ Facil-

ity 

7 8 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

9 10 11  
BYC Cruise to 

Bahia Marina 
Bastille Day 

12 
BYC 

Board Meeting 
4:00 PM 

Cruise Home 

13 14 15 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

16 17 18 
BYC Dinner 

RYC Lighthouse 
Coastal Bend Cup 

19 20 21 22 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

23 24 25     BYC 
Board Boats 

& 
Hot Dogs 

26 27 28 29 
  

MORF Race 
6:00 PM 

30 
  
  
  
 

31 
Navy Regatta 

BYC Registration 

Party 

Aug 1 
  

Navy Regatta 
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The BYC Cruise to Rockport and Fulton was attended in 

whole or in part by Cabaret, Concerto, Eau de Vie, Élan, 

Honky Voodoo, No ETA, Raven, Rima, Starfish, Still 

Dreaming, Vintage, Warrior, Wave Dancer, Windswept 

and White Cap.  Sixteen boat in all.  In Rockport the long 

string of BYC boats moored to the public bulkhead with 

flags a flying was impressive enough that the marina 

workers and tourists were seen taking photographs of the 

group.   

 

Another impressive fact:  Due to the lack of wind the trip  


