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COMMODORE’S WATCH
  Hi Everyone!

The weather is starting to be beautiful. I read an article in the Port Aransas newspaper that we had the 
wettest September ever, over 18" of rain.

Speaking of rain, our Labor Day cruise started out with just wonderful weather for Saturday and 
Sunday. Come Monday, we awoke to rain and clouds. I understand that the vessels  sailing to Corpus 
Christi had a great sail. The vessels sailing to Port Aransas had a wet sail back. Cabaret got a heavy 
downpour twice and then, just as we got to our slip, the wind came up and the sky opened up with 
another downpour. We headed to the nearest easy slip and waited until it passed. Then we made a 
quick trip to tie up.  

I want to thank again, all the vessels who participated in the Commodore's Cup race and all the people 
who showed for dinner and risked my cooking. I want to thank again, Mrs. Commodore and Catherine 
for doing the heavy lifting.

The auction turned out to be another success. We did not get as much as last year (that was a record) 
but with the membership turn out, we once again raised exceptional funds for the club. Thank you, 
members, for your support.

Linda will be sending help reminders for the up coming Harvest Moon Fundraiser. If you are not sailing 
this would be a good time to come to Port Aransas and help the club and see all the Harvest Moon 
attractions. Plans are coming together. We will be serving on Friday and it looks like we'll be serving 
breakfast tacos Saturday and anything that is left over from Friday. Lakewood Yacht Club has allowed 
us to serve until 2:00 PM on Saturday. They are really excited about us being there. They are also 
putting us in their information packet to all racers that the Bay Yacht Club will be providing food and 
beverages for Friday and Saturday.  

Once again, we have had successful elections and I want to congratulate Lisa and her board. Please 
give them the same support you have given to my board and me. 

Harry J. Armenia 
Commodore
 

Membership News
Our club gained one new student member during September, pictured right, Brittney Honeycutt and 
friend Matt White. Brittney is the daughter of Tammy Swart. She loves to sail and race as well as mess 
around with the Sunfish. As you would have guessed it, Matt is her constant companion.

Port Mansfield Race - BYC's Adagio and Tom Kat, as well as club members crewing on other non-
member boats, competed in Rockport Yacht Club's offshore race from Port Aransas to Port Mansfield 
on Labor Day weekend. The Friday night race was challenging with numerous thundershowers, 
variable and sometimes very gusty winds, a large fleet of shrimp boats to maneuver through, and more 
than one unlit oil rig to avoid. At the awards dinner Saturday evening, Doug Weakly of Tom Kat and 
Dean Domingue of Adagio received trophies for finishing first in All Sails division and third in the 
Cruising division respectively. Congratulations to captains and crew. Both boats departed Port 
Mansfield Sunday morning, cruising up "the Ditch" for the trip home.
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Labor Day Cruise Where to Now? Ingleside Bay – September 4 - 6
  By s/v Seaflight, Brenda and Mark Hiler's boat

As I sit here on the water, Friday of Labor Day weekend, I anxiously await my 
skipper and first mate. I’m tired of being tied up and feel the need to rush through 
the wind and water. My crew arrives and begins to prepare for takeoff as we will be 
leaving and crossing the bay in the evening. There are threats of storms in the sky, 
but not close enough to impair our sail to Ingleside. Besides, my other vessel 
friends, Concerto, KekeLi, and Griffin are already there. It will be nice to be in free, 
moving water. 

The crew has everything in place, we leave the dock and head through the 
breakwater with the wind just about 30 degrees on the nose. Motorsailing through 
the bay in the evening is diligent duty for the crew as they keep watch for markers, 
oncoming vessels in the channels, lightening, and bright lights that line the 
shoreline. Successfully, we head into the channel at Ingleside, with a huge tug 
behind us. We turn from the channel and slide into our place. I really feel the pull on 
the anchor line – no Drag Queen award for me this time! 

Saturday is a beautiful day and in the afternoon, Still Dreaming, Starfish, Cabaret, Live Free, Kerry Ann, Wandrin' Star and Tempest 
arrive. All of the crews have a swim (I’m the host swim boat again) and then evening dinner over on Cabaret. Those sailors can have 
a good time! Sunday was a relaxing day with dinghy rides over to Bahia Marina where Lion in the Sun was docked. The Griffin crew 
entertained with guitar playing and singing. Eu Du Vie sailed over on Sunday for a short visit. After another afternoon swim, crews 
seemed to be tired and in the evening had small group dinners and nightcaps before bedtime. Monday morning was a rush. Storms 
are coming in and all vessels pulled anchors. One by one they left in the channel. We were last, getting wet in a short rain while 
pulling up the dinghy, but had another successful trip to the channel. After motoring through the bay with barely a breath of air, we 

slid into C dock and my crew secures me tightly. Ahhhh! Another wonderful sailing weekend on the bay for SeaFlight. 

Weather and the Gulf Stream – September 11
By Kevin Kaldenbach – Education Chairman

WOW! What a great education seminar we had this past Saturday, 5:00 PM, September 11, at the 
Lawrence Street Boaters Facility.  

When I asked Mike Gittinger, picture left, from NOAA to give us a talk on weather and currents as they 
relate to us and the gulf I did not know what I would get. He did a fantastic job! Though we can’t expect to 
become meteorologist in an hour he sure did give us a lot to think about. 

A big thanks to all who showed. We had 20 people attend.

Next Educational Seminar will be October 16th in conjunction with the CC Marina and will be a 
demonstration in the use of onboard flares. Training will begin at 9:00 AM at the Lawrence Street T-Head. 
There will also be a Marina Gear Swap Meet 9:00 AM – Noon and a Tenant Appreciation Buffet following the 
meet.

Swart/Hiler Second Annual Shrimp Boil – September 11

Great attendance for the second annual Hiler/Swart 
Shrimp Boil. Over fifty members and guests feasted 
on boiled fresh Polly Anna shrimp, onions, potatoes, 
sausage and corn provided by Bruce and  Tammy 
Swart and Mark and Brenda Hiler. 

For those lucky enough, there even was a Brenda 
Hiler breakfast the next morning featuring her Isla 
Mujeres cazuela recipe with the leftovers.

Saturday Series Race # 7 – September 18 → September 25
By Jim Robertson Race Committee Chair

Originally planned for Saturday, September 18, Race 7 was called on account of rain (lots of it) and rescheduled Saturday, 
September 25. Seven boats showed, including newcomer Chip Spence and crew aboard Starfish. Breeze very light for the early 
starters, shifting from NE to E, which made it a real challenge to exit the Gap but provided everyone a beat directly to the first mark 
in the freshening east wind. Kerry Ann, Agape and Brigadoon led the parade on a reach from the first to the second mark with
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remaining boats in hot pursuit. On the way around the second mark, all hands were 
watching a rapidly developing rain squall to the northeast, exactly in the direction of 
the next mark, and no doubt wondering "Just how wet is this going to be?"  The 
question was answered soon enough as the fleet collided with a strong, gusty wind 
and a heavy downpour that for a few minutes blocked visibility of the course markers. 
Wind and rain ceased as quickly as they began and all boats rounded the third mark 
safely, the crew no worse for wear. Wet clothing dried soon enough in the warm 
sunshine that followed the squall. Adagio, Warrior and Élan passed Brigadoon and 
Kerry Ann on this leg of the course and maintained their lead, chasing but not catching 
Agape all the way to the finish. Final order of finish was Agape, Warrior, Élan, Adagio,  
Brigadoon, Kerry Ann and Starfish. Results of Race 7 and scores for the entire series 
are on the BYC web - http://www.bayyachtclub.org/racenewsandresults.htm

 The next and final race in the Saturday Series is October 9.

Streep/Spence Dinner – September 18

Over forty people enjoyed Jan and Bill Streep, Chip and Brenda Spence Emeril's Chicken Spaghetti dinner with Caesar Salad, Garlic 
Bread  and Crème de Menthe Pie. Entertainment after the dinner consisted of an educational presentation by Sharon Ragle and 
daughter Ericka detailing their family's circumnavigation and cruising experiences. Sharon Ragle is the author of “The Oceans are 
Waiting”, in which she describes the cruising lifestyle.

Club Auction and Dinner – September 25

A crowd of fifty-two members and guests gathered in 
the BYC Clubhouse for the Annual Club Auction and 
Pizza Party September 25. Competition and bidding 
was "hot and heavy" as members vied for various 
boat treasures and trash. Everything from sails, a 
head, a dinghy and other boat parts and decorations 
were offered to the willing mass of bidders. 

When the dust settled, over $1,333 was raised 
towards this year's budget. 

Bay Yacht Club Harvest Moon Fundraiser – October 22 & 23
By Linda Guiffre

As many of you know, we will be having the first annual Bay Yacht Club Harvest Moon fundraiser Friday October 22 & Saturday 
October 23 following the conclusion of the Harvest Moon Regatta at the Port Aransas City Marina pavilion. Lakewood Yacht Club is 
eager to have us serve food as many of the sailors that arrive are hungry and without transportation to get to town. We will be 
serving grilled hamburgers and sausage wraps on Friday, breakfast tacos and coffee on Saturday morning and whatever we have 
left over for lunch. Lakewood has asked us to stop serving by 2:00 PM so that vendors and participants for the Saturday festivities 
will be able to prepare.

Since we have quite a few members participating in the race, we need volunteers, three six-person shifts, to help with our efforts. 
Our volunteers will be cooking, preparing, serving and selling beer as well as doing clean up duties. Volunteers need to wear their 
BYC shirts if they have them, don't worry, aprons will be provided. The pace may get “fast and furious” but I will assure you it will be 
fun and a great chance to be profitable for the club.

Please contact me 361-244-7364 or mailto:cabaret40@msn.com if you want to volunteer. 
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Our Sponsors

Shop There 
First!

This space available.

Contact 
mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org
for information about advertising.
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September 4 - 6 
eleven boats 
participated. 
Starflight, 
concerto, still 
dreamin', starfish, 
cabaret, live free, 
kerry ann, wandrin' 
star, tempest, eu 
de vie, lion in the 
sun

Chris ColleyLynn Steakley, Cathy 
Colley, Steve Steakley

Andy Horner and Ed Portis

Captain White, 
aka Mark Hiler. 
Ken Sharp

"Wet bunch"

Concerto

Brenda 
Hiler and 
Kerrie sharp



September 11 - Over fifty atttended Carla and Larry Frank

Lisa Kelley and jerry vaughn Jim Isbell and Paul Earls

Beth and Gilbert Franke with Melissa BowenNew member - Mike Beaver

Jan Streep, Brittany Honeycut, Mark and Brenda 
Hiler, Bruce and Tammy Swart



September 25 - 
Seven boats 
competed - Finish 
order - Agape, 
Warrior, Elan, 
Adagio, Brigadoon, 
Kerry Ann, Starfish

Starfish Adagio

Brigadoon

Adagio and Kerry Ann

Mark Hiler, Bruce and Tammy 
Swart aboard Elan

Bruce Swart



September 25 - 
$1,333 raised, 52 
people attended

Brenda Hiler

Bruce SwartDean and Aleta Domingue

Chris Colley, Brenda Hiler

Steve Steakley, 
Jim Robertson

Auctioneer Chris Colley, 
display babe Brenda Hiler


