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Chip Spence ð Commodore 

The sailing season is upon us and with it comes our obligatory windy weather. 
When I honed my flying skills in the blustery winds of West Texas, I learned that I 
could handle significant winds from varying directions upon landing.   Similarly, 
sailors who somewhat routinely experience windy conditions are not daunted by a 
little breeze. Does this mean I will take a cruise around the bay on a blustery 
day?  Not necessarily, but I will not let a little wind deter me from going point A to 
point B.   And many of you are gaining confidence and experience sailing Corpus 
Bay.  
 
Something else NEW.  We are adding to the website, under the members only area, 
a crew list. The purpose is to have a relatively easy spot for boat owners to seek out 
available crew members.  The challenge for such a list is to quantify experience.  All 
of us learn when sailing with others, it is called technique.  So if you have little or 
no experience, you would be classified as a NOVICE.  If you have some experience 
and know the language of sailing and can follow directions, you would be 
INTERMEDIATE.   As an example, Brenda is a competent helmsman and local area 
navigator, but has little experience with handling the sails.   She would be 
intermediate.   If you have significant experience and know a lot from stem to stern, 
you would be COMPETENT.  These labels are merely guidelines to help Captains 
understand the quantity of help they may have on board.   
 
This list will also give those of us with boats another source of information so we 
can invite non boat owners on board.  We all started at ground zero and Brenda 
and I,  in particular, sailed with others for quite awhile before we acquired our first 
boat.  Did this experience make us experts? NOOO! We are still learning, but it 
allowed use to see how it's done and not just read about it. 
 
So, if you would like to be added to the crew list, please send your name, phone 
number, email address and classification to crew@bayyachtclub.org.  You will be 
added to the list.  When contacted to sail, communicate with your host about 
expectations, yours and his.   
 
As always, this new process may take a little tweaking, please be patient.  
 
See ya on the water, 

Chip  

      Bay Yacht Club      P.O. Box 404     555. N. Shoreline Suite 100   Corpus Christi, Texas 78403     361-356-7156 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/auth/login?why=pw&next=apps%2Fprofile%2FprofilePage%3Fid%3D40216249
mailto:crew@bayyachtclub.org.
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/mapandwidgets.htm
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Caribbean Cruisinô 

The BYC Flotilla flying to St. Martin for a week in July  will soon be ready to soak up the 

beauty of the Caribbean. The Potts/Stoner/King/Spence catamaran is full and ready to 

go. The Whitworth/Byrne/MacKinnon 44'  sloop was upgraded to a 51' sloop at no 

added expense (the rental company wanted the 44' for someone else), so there is now a 

cabin available at a reduced rate if anyone is interested. Otherwise it will be used for 

luggage, shopping bags, etc.  

For more information call Jim Whitworth at 215 -2732.  

MEMORIAL DAY CRUISE  

 

Once again NOAAôs prognostication understated the actual conditions ï this time 

missing the wind speed by about 10 mph.  Nevertheless, Honky Voodoo, Concerto, 

Suppose, Independence, Waypoint, Remembrance, Endless Summer, Bumboat, 

Jacqpot, Windswept, Serenity, Bazinga, Sanctuary, and Inevitable  ï fourteen BYC 

boats - braved contrary winds and sloppy bay chop and did the beat over to Ingleside for 

the Memorial Day Weekend.  Enroute, one boat, while experimenting with a poled out 

genoa on the short downwind leg into Ingleside Cove, had more fun with the pole than 

anticipated which forced one of its crew to deem discretion as being the better part of 

valor.  I suspect his wife was surprised to discover he could not walk on water.  (Should 

the club resurrect the toilet seat award?) 

 

It was breezy out in the anchorage and you could 

spot those who anchored out and dinked in to 

Bahia Marina for the Saturday afternoon 

gathering by their salt water sprayed bodies and 

wet bottoms.  (One woman was overheard 

emphatically stating her jeans were wet as a 

result of the dink ride, NOT incontinence.) All in 

all, about 50 members and guests arrived by land 

and sea at the marina for the hot dog (actually 

Polish sausage), potato salad, baked beans, and 

From The Cruise Dude  
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From The Cruise Dude Contôd 

From the Dinner Belles 

We have had plenty of fabulous food and fun over the past month. We experimented with 
an off-site meal at Sugarbakers to avoid the Buc Days crowd and traffic. The Lamberts 
prepared chicken picata. The Crawfords made chicken fajitas. The Jacks served hot dogs at 
the Ingleside Marina facility during the cruise. Then newish members the Edwards fixed 
tuna casserole. Thank you cooks. The club appreciates you. Remember there are many 
opportunities coming up this summer for you to serve a meal for the club. Contact Theresa, 
Jenny or Cynthia with questions or for ideas. You will get plenty of support.  
 
The Dinner Belles 

watermelon dinner as well as to meet the new owners of the Marina.  The party broke up 

early as those who were anchored out, worrying about the holding power of their anchor

(s), hustled back to their boats before dark set in. 

 

While the Memorial Day cruise was scheduled to be the ñextendedò cruise, the inclement 

weather discouraged most folks from venturing onward.  However, Inevitable  continued 

on to Fulton while Remembrance, not wanting to take it on the nose for the return trip 

from Fulton, pulled in to Island Moorings Marina Sunday night and sailed home 

Monday.  Remembrance further reported that Island Moorings had a big potluck supper 

for the whole marina Sunday evening in which they participated and met a bunch of nice 

folks.  Their sail home Monday was windy but otherwise uneventful.   (This was 

Remembrance's first long cruise since the repairs have been finished on the rig so David 

was being careful.)  

New subject:   Next cruise, scheduled for Saturday, June 25, is to Island Moorings.  

Make your slip reservations early. 

Cruise Dude 
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Education 

Weôre rolling out the courses in BYCôs 2014 Education Series with #3 scheduled for 10:00 
am on Saturday, June 14th .  Dave Neipert, BYC Director and longtime ham radio 
operator, has agreed to show us just how important and easy it is to use a ham radio while 
on the high seas. 
 

Dave will explain in laymanôs terms just how to use the ham radio on a boat and make the 
class as practical as possible.  He promises to keep the technical or radio "shop talk" to a 
minimum.   
 

Topics include: 
 

1. What a ham radio can do for the cruising sailor. 
1. How to install a ham radio on a boat including a discussion of the cost. 
2. Basic operating procedure; i.e. where, when, and how you talk on a ham radio. 
3. Hands on actual demonstration by checking into the maritime mobile service net using 
the BYC's station (if conditions permit).  

4. Where to go for advice. 
 

Hope youôll join us; maybe coffee and donuts will help your decision!!! 
 

Jacque Potts 
Education Committee  

Social 

The 4th of July is on itôs way. Plans are in the works for a club event.  Watch and listen for 
more information from our fabulous social committee!  

Also from Social & Jacque Potts... 

Mark your calendars for  Saturday, August 23 rd  as the BYC is invited to attend a fund 
raiser for HAAL, the Hawaiian Association of Authentic Leis.  But wait! Thereôs a murder 
being plotted and you may have to help Hawaii 5-0 solve it. 
 

This lively event will include a lot of famous and wannabe famous characters.  You wonôt 
want to miss Don Woôs famous lounge act, Abigail Wigginsô channeling of ghostly spirits, 
and Chyna Dollôs mud wrestling act. 
 

You won't want to miss being part of the next day's headline news. 
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Guest Writers Corner 

"When I Go"  
 
That phrase seems to take on a magical connotation for those of us in the cruising 
community.  Some of us are getting ready "to go".  Others have been and dream of the "next 
time".  I very much believe in the often preached, seldom actioned theory of "go now". 
 
But, what do we do in the meantime? Are we somehow stuck between "going" and some sort of 
land-lubbing limbo of the "not really a sailor"?   
 
I propose a different tack.  "Go" every time you can! 
 
Who amongst us hasn't been on a day sail and dreamt about continuing beyond the causeway to 
explore regions we've never been to?  What about the time you looked at the shoreline of the 
opposite side of the bay with the eyes of explorers 200 years ago?  It probably looked the same 
way to those hardy souls and this might be the first time YOU have seen this piece of land, that 
rock or the sunset over the tree line.   
 
What makes the event any less special to you than it was to Coronado?   
 
Then there are those moments that come and go in the wink of an eye, like the green flash over the 
pacific, that put you in a different place.  Like the time you looked up at the sky through the 
rigging with no music in the background, no powerboats to disturb the stillness and no hint of the 
outside world and you think to yourself for a moment, "I am miles from land and I am on my 
way." 
 
Guess what?  You ARE on your way. 
 
While experience is the thing we often obtain just after we need it most, the only way to fill your 
chest of experience is "to go" every time you can.  This doesn't take away from those whom already 
followed Joshua Slocum's path, but neither does it take away from experiences those of us more 
wedded to traditional lifestyles (like work) for the time being.  
 
"Go" every time you can get the boat out of the slip.  Look at the sky and the shore with an 
explorer's eye.  Remember, your local cruising area would be remote and strange to someone from 
another area.  The fact that you live there in no way changes its condition.  It is YOU that is 
changed by it and your opportunity to experience it routinely.   
 
Rather than simply loading up and heading out and back or to a familiar local anchorage,  go with 
an explorer's eye and adventurer's heart.  Where haven't visited before?  Have you ever really 
talked to the "locals" that run the store you buy ice at or eaten at the cafe that is one more block 
down the road.  What about taking the dinghy "around the point" to see what is there.  Maybe 
there is a good place to picnic or a hidden bayou you can run up and look for unknown 
homesteads and hideouts.   
 
By all means "go" when you can, when you are able or hopefully NOW, but until "now" arrives, 
"go" every time you can. 
 
Kevin Smith  
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Racing 

Our next BYC Series race is June 28th at noon, skippers meeting at 10.   Get out on the 

water and knock Windswept out of first (if you can)!  If you would like to race but need 

crew or would like to crew but donôt have a boat drop a note to racing@bayyachtclub.org 

and we will try to get everyone hooked up. 

See you at the starting line! 

Other Racing News 



 

 

mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org for information about advertising.  

And Now A Word From Our Sponsors  
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Look who is wearing a Bay Yacht Club Attire!     We have many sizes in stock.  

Flag Shirts  

¶ X-small, Small, Medium, Large and X -Large -   $44.75 includes sales tax    

¶ 2XL and 3XL -  $49.29 also includes sales tax.    

We also have a new line of shirts for the ladies and Tilley Hats  

Contact John Huddleston for more information.   

 


