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Chip Spence — Commodore 

August is behind us, and what an August it was.  This month we 

had one member that went above and beyond.  As always, a true 

leader can't do it all but that leader knows how to organize, 

budget, recruit and cajole others to help.  When this happens, all 

members are capable of enjoying these benefits. The result of 

this effort provided a first in the entertainment arena for the Bay 

Yacht Club.  To whom am I referring?  None other than Jacque 

Potts.   

 

About 10 or so months ago Jacque began talking about a murder 

mystery at the club. Little did I know that she could pull it off. 

Further, never in my wildest dreams would I have thought that I 

would be part of the cast.  Rightly, I was a secondary character as 

Jacque must have had a premonition about my acting 

skills.  However, she did recruit some awesome talent.  If you 

were in attendance, you witnessed it firsthand.  From the 

reactions of the crowd, I judged it as an overwhelming 

success.  Julie and Jason and their band of helpers outdid 

themselves again with an Hawaiian pig roast.  Check the website 

for pictures.  

 

Back to Jacque, prior to the show, as if she wasn't busy enough, 

she orchestrated one of our better attended educational 

seminars.  Former member, Bill Strawn, a Coast Guard vessel 

examiner gave an overview of USCG inspections and then took a  
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    Commodore’s Watch Continued 

Rear Commodores Report 

The Membership Committee has met and will be proposing Bylaws changes at the Annual 
Fall meeting.  The details will be circulated by email prior to the meeting, and the committee 
will be happy to answer questions.  Please plan to attend and vote on the changes that will be 
proposed as the Bylaws pertains to new Membership, and the procedures to become a 
member.  
  
Special thanks to Jo Ann Robertson, Cathy Colley, Jerry Vaughn, Joe Blair, and Steve 
Indrelunas for their wisdom in preparing the proposed changes.  
  
Cheers, 
Walt 

team to member's boats for a "no foul" exam.  If you missed this event, Jacques will have 

more info another opportunity. 

 

So what's next?  The nomination committee has the next slate of officers together. Turn the 

page to see it.  Our annual auction is coming soon, September 20th to be exact.  Start bring-

ing your wanted items to the club. We have plenty of room for storage.   

 

That's all for now.  

 

Sea ya on the water  

 

Chip 

BYC Racing 

The There are two races for our members to participate in this month.  On September 13th is 
the CCYC Bill Best Regatta followed on the 27th by race 7 in the BYC series.  Come on out 
and show the bay front just what the BYC can do. 
 
As always if you have a boat and need crew or want to crew and need a boat contact 
Racing@BayYachtClub.org and we’ll do everything we can to hook you up. 
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From The Cruise Dude  

Labor Day Weekend Cruise 

 

Well, it appears a good time was had by all, no matter where they ended up.  Due to 

questionable weather, the Cruise Dude did something he will not do again – i.e. He put 

out an announcement that due to the inclement weather the cruise was “officially” 

cancelled.  However, that did not deter the individual captains from making their own 

determination.  First, a group of intrepid sailors (or as the case may be, the intrepid 

“motorers”) made it to the original destination, Redfish Bay Marina and gathered for 

dinner at Redfish Willies’ restaurant.  A second group decided that Ingleside Cove was a 

better destination and gathered with the host boat, Live Free, and a third group decided 

their home pier and air conditioned comfort was a better option.  The bottom line:  No 

matter where or when they went, it appears everyone had a successful weekend. 

Our next cruise is scheduled for the weekend of September 27, and our destination will 

be the Port Aransas City Marina.  The marina advises that while the main tourist season 

is over, there will be a small boat fishing tournament going on and that the fishing people 

have rented the pavilion.  However, they are not expecting the small boats will be using 

the slips and for that reason there should be plenty of slips available.  However, the 

Cruise Dude is of the opinion that everyone who intends to make the trip should call 

ahead of time and make a reservation (361-749-5429).  Also, when calling, specify you 

are with the BYC so they can group our boats together.  We will be needing a host boat 

for this cruise (any volunteers?) and the Cruise Dude is looking for suggestions for a 

place to gather for dinner.   

Cruise Dude 

August had some great dinners some put on by seasoned members and others put on by 

new comers to the club.  We are always looking for cooks!  You don’t have to go whole 

hog like Jason Labbe.  If a store bought affair is more your speed, that’s ok too.  If you’ve 

ever considered stepping behind the counter now is the time to volunteer.  Don’t be 

intimidated, we have several people willing to partner up or give any advise that you may 

need. 

From the Dinner Belles 
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In The News 

Saturday, August 23rd Bay Yacht Club members were invited to a luau. But when mem-

bers and guests arrived at the club house decorated as an Hawaiian hotel they found sus-

picious characters lurking about. Throughout the cocktail hour and amazing dinner 

of  roasted whole pig, roasted sweet potatoes, and grilled vegetables the plot and charac-

ters were revealed leading to the murder of Stella Capwell, played by Cathy Colley. After 

a dessert of pina colada cupcakes and guri-guri, an Hawaiian ice cream, the murderer, 

Danny Wu, played by Mark Lambert was revealed. Guest, Tristan Rittiman, was awarded 

the prize for correctly guessing the murderer and motive. Great fun was had by all due to 

the hard work of Jason Labbe, who roasted the pig; Julie Lambert, who was in charge of 

the dinner; social chairs, Cathy Colley and Lori Stoner;  and director and guri-guri 

maker, Jacque Potts.  

 
Cast pIctured:  
Front row, left to right: 
Steve Indrelunas, Kathy Indrelunas, Gary Potts, 
Mark Lambert 
 
Middle row: 
Anne Driver, Lori Stoner, Jacque Potts, Tammy Ed-
wards, Brenda Spence, Cathy Colley 
 

From The Web 

Did you know that there’s a members only section on the BYC website?  In it you will find 

many things.  You will find a updated copy of our roster, the house rules, our current by-

laws and financials.   

Head over to www.BayYachtClub.org and take a look.  
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2015 BYC Board of Directors Nominations 

Commodore - Jim Robertson 

 

I am honored to be nominated to serve as your Commodore in 2015.  

  

My goals are to increase Club membership and encourage a robust mentor program to help new mem-
bers understand our history and traditions and quickly plug in to all the opportunities available to them 
as BYC members.  I will be engaged with the Marina Superintendent, city staff and other waterfront 
stakeholders so our Club has a place at the table in the event an opportunity arises to plan for a new fa-
cility on the water and nearer to our boats.  I pledge to maintain the capital fund created by sale of our 
former Club on the barge and increase this fund whenever practicable.  

  

I joined the Club in 2006, served as Director in 2009 and 2010, Race Committee 2008-2010 and 2012, 
and Vice Commodore since February of this year.  I very recently retired from my position as Director 
of Purchasing and Business Services at Del Mar College.  Prior to my employment at the College I 
served 24 years active military duty as an officer in the U. S. Navy Supply Corps.  I’ve been sailing since 
1964, when I was introduced to this great sport as a member of the Sea Scouts, BSA, on Long Island 
Sound.    

 

Vice Commodore - Walt Crawford 

 

I have accepted the 2015 nomination for Vice Commodore.  I am deeply honored to be asked to serve as 
your Vice Commodore.  If I am elected, I will do the best job I possibly can, and I will do my best to rep-
resent each and every member’s interest for the betterment of the overall Club.  My qualifications are as 
follows:  I was Rear Commodore in 2008 and 2014, Commodore in 2009 and 2012, and served on the 
Board of Directors as Past Commodore in 2010 and again in 2013.  I am currently a successful business 
owner and have served as General Manager for a division of Ball Aerospace (100+ reports), Vice Presi-
dent of Sales for InterGame, Director of Marketing for a Division of Sony, Director of Engineering for a 
Division of Sony (100+ reports), Director of Marketing for Wulfsberg Electronics, Director of Engineer-
ing for Wulfsberg Electronics (75+ reports).  I served as President of the Greater Miami Water Ski Club 
(175+ paid memberships, Miami FL), President of Mo-Kan Water Ski Club (75+ paid memberships, 
Kansas City area).  I also served on the Board of Directors for the American Red Cross, and The United 
Way.  I learned to sail on “Thirsty Thursday” races in Long Beach, CA, and have been sailing & racing 
since 1991 and currently own a Hunter 430.  Thank you for your consideration and support. 

 

Rear Commodore - Steve Indrelunas 

 

I have been active in Sailing since 1968, as a child, and since 1984 as a boat owner.  I have experience 
on inland lakes, the Great Lakes, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Pacific Ocean around San Francisco.  I am 
a Basic Keelboat Instructor certified through the American Sailing Association. 

 

I have been an active member in several yacht clubs.  I have been a member of the Jackson Park Yacht 
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2015 BYC Board of Directors Nominations 

Club (Chicago, IL), the Longview Yacht Club (Longview, TX), the Sierra Point Yacht Club (San Fran-
cisco, CA) and the Bay Yacht Club.  I served as a Board Member, Vice Commodore, and Commodore of 
the Longview Yacht Club.  Most recently, I have served as a Director of the Bay Yacht Club. 

 

In addition, I have held various leadership positions throughout my career in industry.  These have in-
cluded management positions for companies as well as positions on advisory boards and on civic com-
mittees. 

 

I welcome the opportunity to serve as Rear Commodore should I be elected by the members of the Bay 
Yacht Club. 

 

Treasurer - Jo Ann Robertson 

 

 I have an Associate Degree in Accounting.  I worked with oil and gas companies, and several in-
dividual small businesses.  My last eight years of employment were as the Financial Manager for a 
church and its private Christian school.  I performed an official audit of another private Christian 
school in our area.  The tasks performed were everything from payroll to accounts receivable with the 
emphasis of monthly financial reports to the owners or to the Church and School’s Board of Directors.  
During my employment, I worked with several financial computer programs and one of those was 
QuickBooks Pro, which the Club is currently using. 

 I have been a member since March 2006 and Treasurer since June 2009.  During this time, I 
have: 

*-performed an extensive audit of financial records and reconciled all accounts 

*-implemented audit procedures 

*-created internal controls for following proper accounting principles 

*-created a balance sheet and a proper chart of accounts 

*-transitioned from cash to accrual accounting to more accurately represent the Club’s financial 
position 

*-transferred the old financial records from Excel spreadsheets to QuickBooks to fully imple-
ment use of the accounting software 

*-established procedures for fund accounting 

*-established long-range financial planning 

*-revised method of tracking cash income 

*-established budget reporting 

*-reported Club’s finances with accurate Balance Sheet and Profit/Loss Statements conforming 
to generally accepted accounting standards 

*-established reliability and consistency of monthly financial reports 

*-made available all financial reports on the members only BYC website. 
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2015 BYC Board of Directors Nominations 

My reason for wanting to continue as Treasurer is to offer accurate financial reporting where our mem-
bers can have access to financial information of their investment in the Club.  Our Club is a social club, 
yet it should have financial accountability as a business.  My intention for this position is one of service 
to our members, as a steward of your monetary investment. 

 

Secretary - Joe Blair 

 

I've been an active member and have served in most Flag Officer positions on the Executive Board since 
1995. That service included serving as Commodore twice. The second term as Commodore was to take 
charge and steer a very troubled split club back to a unified club. I take great pride in that I was suc-
cessful in that endeavor. Today we are in the process of redefining the Bay Yacht Club and building our 
membership. I would like to continue helping guide the club in its new role and helping us to continue 
to be the active sailing club we have been in the past. 

 

Director - Larry Frank 

 

As a BYC Director my goals will be to support and expand boating activities including cruising, sailing 
and education; as well as growing membership, protecting club assets and supporting the flag officers.  
I have been a BYC member since 1998 serving as Vice Commodore, Commodore and Past Commodore, 
Race Chair, Cruise Chair (twice) and served several years on the Bylaws Committee.  Carla and I have 
been the proud owners of the S/V WindSwept for the past 19 years and have been boating in the Coastal 
Bend and Gulf of Mexico since 1989.  I also hold a Full Certificate in the United States Sail and Power 
Squadrons. 

 

Director - Christine Salch 

 

I am a native to South Texas – born and raised in Woodsboro.  I graduated from Texas A&M – Corpus 
Christi with a BBA in accounting, back when it was still known as CCSU.  I started my accounting career 
with KPMG Peat Marwick and opened my own public accounting practice (Swank & Salch, PC) in 1995.  
Rick Bell and I married ten years ago and have three children and five grandchildren.  We started mar-
ried life with a 32’ Cape Dory (Pegasus), then traded to a Mainship Trawler (Biggles).  We currently 
have two boats – Akula is our J70 and Bazinga is our 35’ Contender.  Rick and I have been members of 
BYC for a couple of years now and enjoy the cruising, the racing, and the camaraderie of the club.  
Strong Directors and Flag Officers keep the club running smoothly so that members can focus on fun 
and friendship.  I believe I can contribute to the continued success of BYC. 

 

Director - Jerry Vaughn 

 

Vice Commodore - 1993; Secretary - 1994, 2005, 2009, 2010; Commodore - 1996; Rear Commodore - 
2000, 2006; Published Directory - about 1995 till present 
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Guest Writers Corner 

AL’S BLUE WATER RULES, # 6, 7 and 8 

We rested a day and two nights at San Juan, then sailed east, mostly on a beat again, but in 

light airs.  Ed still was depending on the diesel in light airs to move us along, topping off at Saint 

Croix.  He wasn’t going to be caught with an empty tank again.  Half way to Antigua, on a beautiful 

day, Ed announced that we were out of time.  He and I both had to get home, back to work without 

fail and Antigua was still two days away.  I was at the helm.  JIBE-O!  We turned to port, the main 

boom (well named if you ever got hit by one!) swept the deck and we settled down to a comfortable 

broad reach for Saint Thomas, sans diesel noise and smell. We sailed into Charlotte Amalie harbor 

the next day. 

RULE #6:  Don’t anchor in a sea plane landing zone!   Do I really need to explain?  

 Safely at dock, we wandered down to the end to check out a strange sight.  It was John 

Rushing’s Sea Egg.  Purported to be a sailboat, it was 9’ 6” long, painted gray and true to its name 

shaped like an egg with a mast and rudder.  John was soon located and invited to dinner aboard the 

Con Amour.  He was newly arrived from Plymouth, England and was attempting a circumnavigation 

record in the smallest boat ever.  He regaled us with tales of a shoving match with a mama whale 

who mistook the Sea Egg for one of her young.  He wanted to go west, mama wanted him to join her 

on a more southerly tack. 

 And there was the time he was becalmed, dropped his hat in the water.  He reached down to 

pick it up and found his hand to be on the back of a shark that was somewhat larger than Sea Egg.  

He quickly decided the shark needed the hat more than he.   

 (A few months after we returned to Florida a tiny news article in Yachting Mag reported that 

John had cleared the Panama Canal bound for Hawaii and was never seen again.)  If there is a rule 

about this, it must be: 

RULE #7: Don’t go to sea in a boat smaller than what you’re swimming with! 

 After a couple of days we pressed on to the west, arriving off shore from San Juan after dark.   

We had to find the green, three second flasher buoy marking the harbor entrance.  Hard to do on a 

pitch black night with blinding by city lights.   Ed was at the helm, I was on the bow.  Eventually Ed 

found the light and I, squinting through all the background lights, confirmed: three seconds flash, 

green low on the water.  We turned in and made a run for the harbor.  Things were going 

swimmingly well until I spotted surf in the faint gloom.  “BEACH DEAD AHEAD!”  I yelled.   Indeed, 

we were no more than 50 yards off the beach, likely closer. 

 We did a snap U turn (not nautical terminology, I admit) and returned to deep water.  

Looking back, that light still was there, three seconds flashing green.  But now I also could discern 

that it was amongst some buildings.  Jose’s Bar and Grill?  We will never know.  But we did find the 

harbor marker, just a quarter mile further west. 

RULE #8: Stand off!  Don’t enter unfamiliar harbors before first light.   



 

 

mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org for information about advertising. 

And Now A Word From Our Sponsors 
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Look who is wearing a Bay Yacht Club Attire!    We have many sizes in stock.  

Flag Shirts  

 X-small, Small, Medium, Large and X-Large -  $44.75 includes sales tax    

 2XL and 3XL - $49.29 also includes sales tax.    

We also have a new line of shirts for the ladies and Tilley Hats 

Contact John Huddleston for more information.   

 



 

 

Member Items For Sale 

Looking to unload some of those precious items that you no longer need? 

  We can help.  Send a message to bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org   and we will list your item for sale.   

Ad must be renewed monthly  (but you’ll have sold it by then so it won’t be necessary). 
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