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Commodore’s
Comments

Walter Crawford, Commodore, 2016

It is hard to believe the year is
half over. Time does in fact fly
when you are having fun. June
didn’t offer quite as much rain as
May; but that’'s ok. Corpus
Christi Bay continues to be full of
water and ready for our sailing
adventures. The water is warm
enough for relaxing on floaters
off the stern at the various
anchorages in the area. The
water is also warm enough for
taking the Sunfish for a spin
around the Marina as well as a
few waves over the bow on the
race course.

The cruise to “F-Dock” was a
smashing hit. Many boats went
for a sail in the bay, then landed
at F-Dock, partied hard for most
of the evening and some of the
night. Breakfast Sunday AM at a
well-known eating establishment
was great for those that
participated. The weather for
the cruise to Flato Cut was iffy.
Bummer! The next cruise to
Ingleside for the 4" of July
weekend should be a wonderful
trip. It appears the anchorage

will be full, with standing room
only. Of course, most of the
boats will return on Monday in
time for the C-Dock party, hot
dog dinner, fireworks and all.
There is  another  cruise
scheduled for mid-July.

The Sunfish will be out in force
for the C-Dock party, and a
Sunfish Rodeo is scheduled for
the 2" weekend in July.
Remember, the Sunfish are
available to everyone, every day.
All you need to do is get checked
out on one; not to see if you can
sail, but to ensure you know how
to rig it, return it to storage
properly, and tip it back up IF,
yes if, well maybe that is “when”
you manage to flip it over. If you
haven’t enjoyed the Sunfish, you
are missing a good time. Be sure
to wear your “automatic
inflating” life vest harness, as
they offer amusement for those
on the docks!

Our members are getting
smarter too. The education
program continues to “sell out”
and the Ship Channel Dredging
Project overview class was no
exception.

Continued next page.
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Preparing for the large ships
passing through the “NEW”
Panama Canal will be ongoing
for the foreseeable future! So,
be careful and watch for the
dredge tubes! | remember it not
being too much fun to run into
one of them. . . .

If you are interested in the
Harvest Moon Regatta, on the
last Saturday of July there will be
a program to educate skippers
and crew members on
preparation for the Regatta and
off shore racing. This will be
preceded by a Texas Coastal
Cruising Symposium to discuss
tips and techniques for long
distance cruising in this area.

Of course, dinners at the Club fill
in almost every weekend that
something else isn’t scheduled.
And the dinners just keep on
getting better. Game nights on
alternate Thursdays continue to
provide a relaxing evening at the
Club. The Ship’s Store is open,
and there are hats, shirts, etc.
available to all members, so be
sure you are well dressed, or
supplied, for any occasion.

Once again, a huge special
thanks to all the BYC
Committees that are so busy
making an enjoyable time for all
Members and guests. Don’t
miss out on the excitement. |
hope to see everyone on the
water, at the Club, and at each
cruise destination.

Cheers, Walter

BYC Racing on the Bay

The first two
races of the
BYC Series are
now in the
record book, with 3 more races
in the series coming up. The
cruisers are all even in the
standings, so anyone that wants
to race in that class can enter,
and maybe take bragging rights
at the end of the season. In
addition, there are locally
sponsored races almost every
weekend and every Wed, so BYC
racing members are lovin’ life.

R:C

Independence Day
Party on C Pier

Jacque Potts, Social Committee

v 2oy

elebrating our country’s
independence is a
privilege and the Bay

Yacht Club knows just how to

celebrate that privilege and
honor those who made it
possible. Please be our guest on
Monday, July 4™ at C pier as we
celebrate with drinks, hot dogs,

games, music, fireworks and
SNOW CONES!

Party beginsat 4:30. Rreworks
scheduled fo9:30.

The Marina is a public parking
area. Marina tenants may pick-
up an Access Permit from the
Marina office. In the event the
T-Heads have reached their
parking capacity, this permit will
allow a tenant access to the
marina for drop-off of people
and belongings. Itisn’t a parking
permit and does not ensure a
parking spot. Sounds like a good
reason to start early and stay
late, right?

Heck, parking shouldn’t be a
problem for a bunch of sea rats!
Inflate your dinghy and cruise
over to the Lawrence T-head for
a few rounds of dinghy poker
and dinghy treasure hunt. And
while you’re at it, give it a go
with  a game of kubb,
guaranteed to leave you
laughing. The BYC Sunfish Fleet
will also be available.

Festivities are free to BYC
members, family and friends but
you’ll need to reserve your hot
dog in advance. Please RSVP to
social@bayyachtclub.org by

Friday, July 1 with a number of
anticipated players. Hope to see
you there!
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Electronics Upgrades
on S/V Living and
Loving Life

Chris Edwards

Our 1977 Tartan 37C has the
older Raymarine electronics with
the first version of SeaTalk
network connections. We
wanted to upgrade electronics
but keep the project within a

reasonable budget and not
experience bleeding edge
technology, which is named

appropriately. We have friends
who upgraded to the Ilatest
Garmin equipment using his
sensors. Their boat required
four haul-outs to replace
sensors, even to match Garmin's
while sailing through the
Caribbean. After  several
software upgrades and fixes
they are finally operational, but
without a shallow depth anchor
alarm.

We used a Wirie"™ as our boat
Wi-Fi  network base, even
though it doesn't need one, but
we wanted to connect to the
internet at the same time, which
the Wirie”™ does well.

We needed a way to display
boat information from the
existing Raymarine instruments
on other devices. A product by
DMK Yacht Instruments, their
Model 11A-GPS, does the job.
This is a Wi-Fi bridge that
multiplexes  SeaTalk, NMEA
0183, and NMEA 2000 data and
transmits the data over a Wi-Fi
signal to an iPad/iPhone, MAC,

PC via a port on the Wi-Fi signal;
hence not internet but Wi-Fi.

With these two products, we are
able to connect to the internet
(if available at port or anchor)
and display information such as
water depth and temperature,
wind speed and direction, and
boat speed from our Raymarine
instruments on our Wi-Fi ready
smart phone, tablet or laptop.

After experience in the Gulf of
Mexico and on the ICW, we also
wanted AIS. Ships need to see
us and we need to see them.
Vesper Marine makes a device
XB-8000 which creates another
Wi-Fi network, but is also
capable of hooking up via NMEA
2000 and NMEA 0183. So we
used a splitter from the
masthead VHF Antenna, splitting
off VHF, AIS, and even FM radio!
Connecting the XB-8000 to the
DMK 11A-GPS allows display of
AIS shipping traffic on our Wi-Fi
enabled devices through Vesper
Marine's app. The XB-8000 also
tells us that our VHF antenna is
rock solid within SWR
measurements.

DMK also sells an analog engine
monitor, the AEM 14, which
converts analog signals from the
engine’s sending units to NMEA
2000 compliant data sentences.
Connected to the DMK 11A-GPS
through the NMEA 2000
network which we built for the
AlS, we get real time engine
performance data on our Wi-Fi
ready smart phone, tablet or
laptop. An app such as provided

by OnSiteWX creates
professional  looking  virtual
engine gauges and displays on
the device

To tie everything together we
are using iNavX app for
navigation with all sensor data
and AIS ship traffic overlaid on
current marine charts on the
iPad/iPhone's. On the MacBook
and PC we are using a free
OpenCpn.org navigation product
for all of the same. The
Raymarine chart plotter is used
to key in points from the iPad, so
the autopilot will get us there.....
hmmm.....  maybe something
else is available?

The cost was more than we
planned to spend but
considerably less than the same
functionality using Raymarine or
Garmin products. We did the
work ourselves and yes, it still
works! Now here's to rockin’
out to some FM while at anchor,
knowing that captain with the 6-
pack barge can see us anchored
in a hole off of the ICW!
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Navy Regatta Is Next
Month!

It is not too late to start planning
for the Navy Regatta. The
Regatta weekend offers two
races or a cruise and an
opportunity to host military
personnel from CNATRA and
NAS CC on our boats. Plan to be
part of this most popular annual
event.

BYC will host the Crew
Assignment Party meet-and
greet on Friday August 5 from
6:00 to 8:00 p.m. As usual we'll
need munchies, snacks, finger
foods, etc. Be thinking now of
your favorite recipe and plan to
come and join the fun.

Vessels participating as either
cruisers or racers on August 6
and 7 must register and fly the
official regatta burgee, issued
with your registration, when
anchored inside the NAS
breakwater. If you try to sneak
in you’ll be invited to sneak right
back out.

Skippers of all vessels must
provide names and driver’s
license information of crew. As
our Commodore has noted in
several emails, to avoid security
problems, please send Walter
this information ASAP for
anyone who could possibly be
considered a potential crew
member or attendee at the
Saturday evening dinner and
awards ceremony at the Catalina
Club.
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BYC July Events

Weekend July 2-3
9 Cruise Ingleside Cove
Sunday July 3
2-5 p.m. Private Rental of Club
Monday July 4
9 4:30 p.m. Independence Day Hot Dog
Social on C dock followed by
fireworks display.

Thursday July 7
9 6:00 p.m. Game night
Saturday July 9
9 10:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.: Sunfish
Rodeo

9 6:00 p.m. Dinner
Monday July 11
9 6:30 p.m. Executive Board Meeting
Saturday July 16
9 9:00 a.m. BYC Series Race #3
i 6:00 p.m. Dinner
Thursday July 21
9 6:00 p.m. Game night
Weekend July 23 - 24

9 Cruise
Saturday July 23
I  Ronnie Minton Memorial Service.
Time TBD.
Friday July 29
9 7:00 p.m.: Dinner
Saturday July 30
10:30-12:00: Coastal Cruising
Symposium

1:00-2:30 p.m.: Preparing for
Harvest Moon Regatta
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