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This has been an interesting time
being the BYC Commodore 2017.
I started out with the
thought of a calm year, then
changed into move from our
place on Shoreline into a 73’ foot
dinner cruise ship.
We progressed from a burnt
ship, to a ship with engines
running. A fantastic place to
view the Wednesday night races,
and Corpus Christi Bay.
It’s been an eventful year, with
the next becoming even more
fantastic.
Tammy and I wish to thank
everyone who made the BYC a
success this year.
Chris Edwards,
Commodore 2017

Bowsprit Editor:
Jim Robertson
bowsprit@bayyachtclub.com
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Turkey Day Regatta

We had a super-sized turn out on November 18 for
the Turkey Day Regatta, hosted by BYC and regatta
race committee Rick Bell. Kinderspell, Tejano and
T-Rex, all from CCYC, competed in the spinnaker
class. Six BYC boats competed in non-spin class.
The BYC boats were Warrior (Hal Peterson),
Windswept (Larry Frank), Sea Lark (Chuck Pierce),
Waypoint (Neil Gallagher), Restless (John Stoner)
and Brigadoon (Jim Robertson).

Bay Star Decorated for the Holidays.
Thanks to everyone who showed up on November
29 to decorate our new club for the holidays. Your
editor didn’t take notes of who participated and
consequently won’t attempt to recreate a list from
memory lest he inadvertantly omit one or more
names.
Suffice to say everyone had a good time, as usual
for a club activitiy. Considerable ingenuity required
to determine what decorations to put up in a new
venue with limited electricity but aren’t the results
great?

Although the weather was pleasantly warm, spotty
and shifty wind made sailing a challenge, especially
during the second race when the wind simply
disappeared for what seemed like an eternity, but
in actuality probably not more than 20 minutes.
Awards were presented aboard Bay Star during the
pre-dinner social hour with hors d’oeuvres by
hostess Jo Ann Robertson and a well-stocked
beverage selection provided by Cap’n Keg Andy
Horner. Non-spin winners were Waypoint 1st place,
Brigadoon 2nd place and Warrior 3rd place.
After the awards, all-hands enjoyed a delicious chili
dinner provided by Jo Ann and Glenda Zelnik.
Special thanks to Andy for helping Jo Ann tote all
the dinner fixin’s to the second deck of Bay Star.

The Bowsprit, December 2017

Page 2

2018 Officer Installation Banquet
As we have done in the past, BYC is providing a toy
drop location for donations to the Marine Corps
Reserve Toys for Tots Foundation. Please bring
unwrapped, new toys to the club before, or the
night of, the December 9 Christmas Party. The
drop box is on the main deck near the Christmas
tree. The toys will be taken to the USMC toy
collection center after the party.

Rear Commodore’s Christmas Party
and Gift Exchange

Saturday January 13 on the top floor of the Best
Western Motel, 300 North Shoreline.
Happy hour begins at 5:30 p.m. with dinner to
follow at 6:00 p.m. Please RSVP direct to the
Commodore by December 20. Choose between
fish or steak for your dinner entrée. Cost $50 per
person. Should you care to spend the night, the
Commodore has arranged special room pricing.
Contact the motel for reservations.

Hitch up your sleigh, put on your Santa hat and join
us for the Rear Commodore’s Christmas Party,
Saturday, December 9 onboard the Bay Star. Bring
a wrapped gift ($25.00 value or less) for the gift
exchange.
One gift per individual exchange
participant.

Bay Star Renovation Progress

Vice Commodore’s New Year’s Party

The initial challenge was simply to rid the boat of
fire damaged debris … lots of debris … which was
done in less than two weeks, to the amazement of
everyone.

Although difficult to believe, less than four months
have elapsed since BYC vacated the Shoreline
lease. It is astonishing to consider what club
members have accomplished on Bay Star in that
brief period of time.

Teams are planning and coordinating aspects of the
renovation project such as marina liaison, shore
utilities, rebuild of the boat’s electrical and
engineering plant, design and renovation of the
interior and galley, safety, mooring the boat, and
storm preparedness.
On Sunday evening, December 31, ring in 2018 with
your BYC shipmates and guests at the Vice
Commodore’s New Year’s Eve Gala onboard the
Bay Star. Mark your calendar.
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We selected a name for the boat and have received
our USCG Documentation with a recreational
endorsement for the renamed Bay Star, owned by

Page 3

the Bay Yacht Club. She has been registered with
Texas Parks and Wildlife. (Expect a naming
ceremony soon!)

All in all, a successful year of transition to a new
and exciting club facility with great promise for the
future.

In three and one-half months, club members have:















Cleaned up the main deck and second deck
lounge,
Installed mooring bollards and new dock
lines,
Built and installed a new brow to board the
boat,
Replaced fire damaged windows and doors,
Installed insulation in the overhead of the
main deck,
Begun to clean the hull and running gear,
Made both propulsion engines, the
secondary genset and bow thruster
operational,
Repaired the fire-damaged steering system,
Made significant progress toward redesign
and restoration of the ship’s electrical
systems,
Planned the layout of a new galley,
selected cabinets and ordered galley
equipment,
Adopted protocols and budget for financial
management of the project,
Begun training for actual operation of the
boat when underway,
Perhaps reached a solution with the city’s
Developmental Services Dept. to obtain a
construction permit for shore utilities, and
Completed other efforts too numerous to
mention.

Club members have not been completely
dominated by work on the boat.
We created a workable second deck lounge that is
just dandy for hosting dinners and enjoying the
view of Corpus Christi Bay and the marina. Just
wait until the plumbing and air conditioning are
complete.
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BYC December Events
Saturday, December 2
 Harbor Lights Dinner and Parade
Thursday, December 7


6:00 p.m. Game Night

Saturday December 9


6:00 p.m. Christmas Party and Gift
Exchange

Thursday, December 14


6:00 p.m. Game Night

Thursday December 21


6:00 p.m. Game Night

Monday December 25

Sunday, January 31


6:00 p.m. Vice Commodore’s New
Year’s Party
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