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View From The 
Quarterdeck 

Gerald Tunches 
Commodore 
 

Most of us will agree that August 

has quickly come and gone and that 

the end of the year will be here 

before we know it.    

On Friday, August 3rd, the BYC 

hosted the annual Navy Regatta 

crew assignment and registration 

party aboard the Bay Star Yacht. 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated by bringing appetizers 

to feed our military and CCYC 

guests.  Participants enjoyed a fine 

weekend of racing, cruising and 

partying at NAS on Saturday 

evening. 

The Board of Directors meeting on 

August 7th went well; Board 

members planned the haul out for 

the Bay Star Yacht. 

The BYC Auction on August 11th was 

a great success. The Italian dinner 

provided by the Potts was delicious. 

We had so much fun auctioning off 

the items that were donated by the 

membership. Walter just kept 

adding up the sales from the 

auction all night long--Cha Ching! A 

special thank you to everyone who 

generously donated items to make 

this auction possible. 

On August 18. another wonderful 

BYC dinner was provided by the 

Holubecs. The meal consisted of 

pulled pork and baked beans. Susie 

Portis made a delicious coleslaw 

and banana pudding. Judy Crawford 

brought some awesome tasting 

appetizers. 

Larry Frank, our Cruise Dude, 

organized a cruise to Shamrock 

Cove on August 25th and 26th . 

Sounded like a great time out on 

the hook.  

If anyone would like to purchase 

BYC club hats, ball caps, or shirts 

please contact Walt Crawford. 

Once again, a special thanks to all 

the BYC Committees that are 

helping to make our club 

memorable and enjoyable for all. 

Gerald Tunches  ~~~(/) 

 

 
 

 September 2018 

Inside this Issue 

1 
Commodore’s 
Comments 

2 
Shamrock Cove 
Cruise 

2 Commodore’s Cup 

2 New Members 

2 BYC Navy Regatta 
Results 

3 
Oktoberfest and Bay 
Star Send-Off 

3 
2019 Executive 
Board Nominees 

4 
Examine Your 
Inflatable Life 
Jackets 

5 
BYC September 
Calendar 

 
 

Bowsprit Editor:  

Jim Robertson 

bowsprit@bayyachtclub.com 

The Bowsprit 
Bay Yacht Club, Corpus Christi, Texas 

 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/


 

The Bowsprit, September 2018 Page 2 

Cruise to Shamrock Cove 

Larry Frank, Cruise Director 

 

 
If you missed the BYC cruise to Shamrock Cove August 
25-26 you missed a dandy.  Three BYC boats 
participated including Chris and Tammy Edwards on 
Living and Loving Life, Ed Portis on Implicit and your 
author on WindSwept.  
 
Ed and I singlehanded across the bay and while I relied 
heavily on my autopilot Ed hand steered.  The winds 
were light to moderate from the SSE, there was only a 
small chop on the bay and believe it or not it was not 
oppressively hot.  And what a full moon!  
 
The Neiperts, who are former members, were anchored 
at the entrance to the cove fishing from their new to 
them trawler named Remembrance.  It was good to see 
them out.  
 
The next and final cruise of the year is scheduled for 
October 13th.  Please go ahead and save the date.  By 
then we should be into our fall weather pattern which is 
the best time of the year to be out on the water, at least 
in my opinion.  I am working on the arrangements and I 
plan on having it at a location where land cruisers can 
participate too.  So even if you are between boats, or 
stuck in boat maintenance mode, plan on 
attending.  Watch for details in the October issue of the 
Bowsprit. 
 
 

Commodore’s Cup, September 15 

 
A BYC tradition is an annual 
race and or cruise event 
sponsored by the 
Commodore.  This year’s 
Cup will be on Saturday, 
September 15.  It will 
consist of one pursuit start 

bay race for BYC member boats only.  The race will start 
and finish inside the breakwater. 
 
Awards for the top three finishers will be presented by 
the Commodore during the social hour and dinner he 
and Cindy are hosting at the Club that evening. 
 
 
 

 
James Reed of Corpus Christi.  James joined in August.  
He has a Glasspar G3 ski boat and is interested in day 
sailing, cruising and fishing.  Welcome aboard, James. 
 
 
 

BYC Navy Regatta Results  
Jim Robertson, Race Chair 

 

 
 
 
 

BYC boats were well represented at the Navy Regatta, 
held over the weekend of August 04-05. 
 
In the 150 Class, Windswept (Frank), Huntress Too 
(Giffin), Brigadoon (Robertson) and Endless Summer 
(Crawford) finished 3rd, 4th, 5th and 10th respectively 
considering their scores for both races. 
 
In All Sails, LickitySplit (Harding) finished 2nd overall and 
took a 1st place finish in Sunday’s Military Challenge 
race.  5th Landing (Samo) finished 5th overall. 
 
Living and Loving Life (Edwards) and Margaritaville 
(Ruckman) tied for 1st place in the Cruising Class.  
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Oktoberfest Party Friday October 5 

Send Bay Star to the shipyard in style. 

 

This year 
October 7th 
signifies the 
end of 
Oktoberfest in 
Germany and 
the beginning 
of a new 
bottom for the 

Bay Star.  She is scheduled to go the shipyard in Aransas 
Pass on Saturday October 6.  The Social Gals think it 
unfitting of our club membership to let the Bay Star 
land on the hard with a full keg.  So dust off your 
lederhosen, warm up your yodeling chords and flex your 
drinking elbow. 
 

We will be tasting varieties of dark and light beers, 

sampling Bavarian specialties and dancing like chickens.  

Festivities begin at 6:00 pm on Friday night, October 

5th.  
 
 

2019 Executive Board Nominees 
Sylvia Whitworth, Committee Chair 
 
The Nominating Committee has formed the following 

slate of officer nominees for 2019.  Any other nominees 

can be named from the floor during the General 

Membership Meeting scheduled for October 20.  Please 

ask if they will serve before nominating someone at the 

General Meeting.. 

 Commodore:    Gary Potts 

 Vice Commodore:  Jim Whitworth 

 Rear Commodore:  Jennifer Holubec 

 Secretary:    Joe Blair 

 Treasurer:   Walter Crawford 

 Directors 1 year:   Bob Jones 

 Directors 2 years: Susie Portis, 

   Lori Stoner 

Following are Statements of Qualifications submitted by 

the nominees. 

 

Gary Potts, Commodore 
 I have been  a member of the Bay Yacht Club 
since 2011. I am running for the Commodore position of 
the BYC for the year 2019. I served 10 years as president 
of the Northwest Travis County Municipal District 
Number 2. Prior to that, I spent 4 years as president of 
the Spicewood homeowners association in Austin. My 
degree and work experience is in industrial engineering 
for Motorola and Glastron. I retired after 35 years as a 
home builder in Austin, Texas. I believe my experience 
and skills will be a valuable asset to the BYC as we face 
the challenges of making the Bay Star operational and 
the BYC a fun place to be. I appreciate your vote. 

 
Jim Whitworth, Vice Commodore 
 My qualifications for the office of Vice 

Commodore:  I am a member in good standing and I am 

willing to serve. 

 
Jeniffer Holubec, Rear Commodore 
 I’ve been a member in good standing for many 

years and have held many positions. I’ve been the 

dinner belle, social chair, publicity chair and Facebook 

manager. I’ve stepped in to host socials, dinners and 

have volunteered my husband for many other tasks.  

 I’m committed to bringing new members to our 

club and RETAINING our current members. I feel it’s 

pertinent to discern why members leave and address 

those issues.  We have lost board members and other 

long term members in the past year which I find deeply 

troubling. 

 We have a beautiful clubhouse which is a great 

asset when it comes to bringing in new members.  Every 

member of our club should consider themselves a rear 

commodore. This is our club and together we can grow. 

Let’s do this!!! 

 
Joe Blair, Secretary 
 I've been a member of the BYC for over 23 
years. I've served as Commodore for two terms, Rear 
and Vice Commodore one year each, and Club Secretary 
for 5 years. I feel I have the experience and 
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qualifications needed for the job as Secretary for the 
year of 2019. 

 
Walter Crawford, Treasurer 

I have accepted the 2019 nomination as 
Treasurer.  If I am elected, I will do the best job I 
possibly can, and I will do my best to represent each 
and every member’s interest for the betterment of the 
overall Club. 

My qualifications are as follows:  I am the 2018 
Treasurer; was Rear Commodore in 2008 and 2014, Vice 
Commodore in 2015, Commodore in 2009, 2012, 2016, 
and served on the Board of Directors as Past 
Commodore in 2010, 2013, and 2017. I have served on 
the Board of Directors 10 of the last 11 years.  I recently 
retired as a successful business owner and served as 
General Manager for a division of Ball Aerospace.  I was 
responsible for accounting and financial reporting in 
both instances.  As a business owner, I was responsible 
for my entire accounting system and I filed all my own 
business tax returns (C-Corp, form 1120 and supporting 
schedules) and my personal tax returns.  I have a firm 
grasp of accounting principles. 

Thank you for your consideration and support. 

 
Director 1 year 
 
 Bob Jones 
 
Director 2 years 
 
 Susi Portis 
  Past experience for the club as a Dinner 

Belle and currently with the Interiors Committee. I can 

promise lots of hard work with the club's best interests 

always the biggest priority. 

 
 Lori Stoner 
 I have been actively serving the Bay Yacht Club 

since 2012, in many ways. I have lead our commercial 

cruises, bareboat cruises, and numerous socials. I have 

also served on the finance, publicity, and nomination 

committees and was the 2016 Harkrider recipient. I am 

currently serving as your secretary. I am committed to 

the success of the Bay Yacht Club and would appreciate 

your vote.  

 

BoatUS Foundation’s 4 Simple Steps to 
Examine Your Inflatable Life Jacket 

ANNAPOLIS, Md., Sept. 5, 2018 -- While many boaters have 
traditional flotation-filled life jackets, an increasing number 
have switched to more modern inflatable life jackets, which 
require a little preparation each year. If you haven’t inspected 
your inflatable life jacket and it’s gone through a summer’s 
worth of hard boating, now is a good time to take a close look 
at it. 

Here’s a quick four-step prep for your inflatable life 
jacket from the BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety and 
Clean Water: 

1. Open it up and look. Gently open the life jacket, 
usually by pulling apart any hook-and-loop tape 
covers or flaps and then unfolding. Pay close 
attention because repacking it is essentially the 
reverse of this process. Inside you will find a thin-
walled bladder, which is what keeps your head 
above water when inflated, so take your time 
looking for any tears or abrasions. Are the waist 
strap and all buckles in working condition? 

2. Remove the cartridge. Unscrew the CO2 cartridge 
and ensure it hasn’t been discharged, sometimes 
indicated by a small puncture in the center of the 
threaded end. Some inflators will have a green 
ready-to-go indicator. Check the cartridge and 
inflation mechanism for corrosion. Some inflator 
mechanisms have a little “pill” or “bobbin” that 
dissolves in water allowing for automatic inflation. It 
should be in good shape. If not, purchase a rearming 
kit. 

3. Test for leaks. Using your mouth, blow up the life 
jacket using the manual-inflation tube found on the 
upper left front of the life jacket. This tube may also 
be used as a back up to fill the jacket with air in an 
emergency, so familiarize yourself with how it works. 
Leave the fully inflated life jacket alone for 24 hours 
to test for leaks. 

4. Repack. If, after the time is up and the life jacket still 
holds air, deflate it and repack according to the 
instructions, which usually can be found on an inside 
flap. Now you’re ready for fall boating season! 

For more information on the care of life jackets, go 
to BoatUS.org/Life-Jackets/Care. To find which life jacket is 
right for you, check out a video 
here: https://youtu.be/iPdZVQ48fuE. 

http://www.boatus.org/life-jackets/inflatable-life-jacket-care/
http://www.boatus.org/life-jackets/inflatable-life-jacket-care/
http://www.boatus.org/life-jackets/care
https://youtu.be/iPdZVQ48fuE
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BYC September Events 

Saturday, September 8 

 9: 00 a.m. BYC Series Race #5. 

 6:00 p.m. Social hour and dinner 

Monday, September 10 

 6:00 p.m. BOD meeting 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Saturday, September 15 

 9:00 a.m. Commodore’s Cup Skippers 
meeting followed by Commodore’s 
Cup Race. 

 6:00 p.m.  Social hour and dinner 
hosted by the Commodore.  
Commodore’s Cup award ceremony. 

Monday, September 17 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Saturday, September 22 

 6:00 p.m. Social hour and dinner 

Monday September 24 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Saturday, September 29 

 6:00 Social hour and dinner. 

Your ad here:  $10 per month. 
 
Contact the BYC Treasurer 
 
BYCtreasurer@bayyachtclub.org 


