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View From The 
Quarterdeck 

Gerald Tunches 
Commodore 

 

This year is almost over and 2019 is 

around the corner.   2017 and 2018 

have been difficult years for the Bay 

Yacht Club, having so much work to 

do on the Bay Star; however, I 

would say we are about 90% done 

with the renovation.  All that is left 

to do, once the Bay Star returns 

from haul-out repairs, are ceiling 

and lighting for the first deck and a 

new floor, also on the first deck and 

a few small items. She is looking 

great. 

As most of you know, we are 

offering a membership initiation fee 

of $1 from October through 

December 2018.  We hope that the 

$1 will entice more than a few 

people to join. Please pass the word 

on to anyone you know that may be 

interested in joining. 

Please join me in congratulating our 

Officers and Board of Directors for 

2019:  

 Gary Potts, Commodore; 

  Jim Whitworth, Vice 

Commodore; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Harry Armenia, Rear 

Commodore; 

 Walter Crawford, Treasurer; 

  Jacque Potts, Secretary; 

 Susie Portis and Laurie 

Stoner, Directors 1st year; 

 Hal Peterson, Director 

(returning for 2nd year); Bob 

Jones, Director (filling in for 

James Whitworth’s 2nd year)  

Be sure to mark your calendars for 

the 2019 annual Officers Installation 

Banquet on January 5, at the 

Emerald Beach Hotel. 

 

Gerald Tunches  ~~~(/) 
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Vice Commodore’s Comments 
Jim Whitworth, Vice Commodore 
 

Sailing the Mediterranean on 
the tall ship Star Flyer (the 2018 
BYC commercial cruise) is giving 
me time to reflect on the tasks 
ahead for the coming year. The 
strength of our club has always 
been member participation in 
all of the heavy lifting. For 

example, members have always prepared our dinners 
and maintained our facilities. 

We are all looking forward to our vessel returning from 
the yard having undergone needed maintenance. We 
would never have reached this point had it not been for 
the talent and labor of many of our members;  too 
many to name. 

We will need more volunteers to complete the 
refurbishing which will include, among other things, 
installing ceiling and flooring on the main deck. 

The responsibility for maintaining our vessel during the 
coming year will rest with me. Although it is designated 
to be my responsibility, That does not mean that I 
possess all of the necessary talent and time. I will be 
heavily dependent on our members to see that my 
duties are carried out. I am hopeful that there will be 
enough volunteers so that nobody will have to bear too 
much of the burden. 

Some necessary tasks include managing levels in the 
fresh and waste water tanks, monitoring supplies, 
battery maintenance, and rust controls. Volunteers 
please contact me. 

Cruise to Port Aransas Marina; 

The last cruise of 2018 

Larry Frank, Cruise Director 

 

 
The official BYC cruising program has come to a close for 
2018 but in many ways this is the best time to spend a 
day or night on the water.  The lower temperatures and 
humidity combined with less intense sun and not too 
cold water temperatures can be enticing so I encourage 
everyone to take advantage of them.   

That said the last cruise was to the Port Aransas marina 
the weekend of October 13-14.  This was actually a 
rescheduled cruise from earlier in the year when the 
weather didn’t cooperate.  Unfortunately the weather 
was not that good this time either.   The forecast called 
for a moderate probability of rain and winds steady at 
about 20 gusting to the high 20s.  However this was not 
enough to keep everyone at the dock.  Ed Portis took 
Inevitable over.  Neil Gallagher and I jumped aboard and 
crewed with Ed.  There was no rain and although the 
wind was as forecasted it was far enough south to allow 
a quick trip across the bay without tacking.  With two 
reefs in the main and a partially unfurled headsail it was 
not a bad ride.   Inevitable handled it well.  Later we had 
a good turnout of about 18 members at Finns for 
dinner.  
 
For those of you that might be wondering about the 
Port A marina, there were plenty of available slips on 
dock 1, which is the transient dock and the first one you 
pass when entering the marina.  They also have a few 
slips on the long dock in front of the marina office but 
there was a small boat fishing tournament on Saturday 
using this area for their weighing in so it was not 
available. 
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The following new BYC members joined in October. 

Pat Harris and Dan McIrvin 

Pat and Dan live, or soon will live, in Corpus Christi.  
Their Morgan Out-Island 41 is named Keira.  They  are 
interested in cruising. 

Shadd Foster 

Shadd is a Corpus Christi resident and Pat Harris’ son.  
He’s a boat mechanic and also has an interest in Keira. 
Shadd is interested in racing and cruising. 

 

Dru & Gina Kiesel 

Dru and Gina live in Corpus Christi. They have three 
children, Blaise, Leslie and Sterling.  Both are wellness 
coaches.  They joined the club for day sailing, racing and 
cruising opportunity and to learn how to sail. 

 
 
 

A big BYC Welcome Aboard to our new members!! 
 

 

 

      

HEADLINE NEWS: Bay Star Rescues 
7 Castaways Marooned 51 Years Ago 
Kathy, Lori, Jacque 
Your BYC Social Gals 
 

When last seen on April 17, 1967, members of the 
charter boat “Minnow” (including Gilligan and “the 
rest”) were still stranded on an island in the Pacific. 
WHAT?!  

It’s true; they had no idea that the wife of the network’s 
president was going to throw a fit if they didn’t make 
room in the schedule for her favorite show, Gunsmoke.  
So Gilligan got the axe and that left the cast 
stranded.  Everyone thought it was somewhere in 
the Pacific. 

But! While the Bay Star was motoring to Mile 533 
Shipyard, the Captain caught sight of a small, obscure 
island that wasn’t on the chart plotter. The Captain and 
crew efficiently maneuvered around the island while 
blowing the horn.  Soon the beach was crowded with 7 
hollerin’, dancin’ fools trying to get the crew’s attention.  
The crew couldn’t believe their eyes when they saw:  

 A movie star 

 A professor 

 A skipper 

 A millionaire and his wife 

 A nice country girl 

 And…..  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well…because the Bay Star is such a substantial vessel 
with lots of room, the crew gladly welcomed our 
castaways on board. They helped pack up 51 years of 
coconut inventions and bamboo utensils….I’ve heard 
that bamboo walkers can be extremely heavy.  But very 
soon they will be motoring back to the Corpus Christi 
Marina in high fashion aboard the Bay Star.   

Because it’s been 98 episodes since they’ve seen 
civilization, it would be nice for the Bay Yacht Club to 
greet our castaways and help acclimate them to modern 
times. So keep your eyes on the Bay Star’s haul out 
schedule, prepare a potluck dish and get ready for a 
shindig upon her return.  We’ll schedule a date when 
we know they’re headed home. 
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November Dinners. 
Jeniffer Holubec 
 
It’s Fall y’all and you know what that means???? We are 
gearing up for the Turkey Day Regatta & decorating for 
Christmas. The Bay Yacht Club is still holding events 
even though our girl is currently on the hard. Grab your 
calendar and join the festivities.   
 
November 17th is the Turkey Day Regatta hosted by 
BYC.  That evening, we’ll be serving a dinner of Beef chili 
with all the fixings.  Hal Peterson began this tradition 
many, many, many, years ago and JoAnn Robertson 
continued it.  In their honor we will keep it going.  If the 
Bay Star is not back from the shipyard, the dinner will 
be held at the People’s Street Boater’s Facility. Mark 
your calendars so we can count on seeing you.   
 
November 24th we will have a potluck due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday. I want y’all to think of creative 
ways to use your leftovers. Let’s call it a Thanksgiving 
themed potluck without the hours of cooking and 
dishwashing. Hope to see you there!!! Gobble Gobble 
 
December 1st is the annual Harbor Lights Parade soup 
dinner/social. If you’ve never been to the parade you 
definitely don’t want to miss it!! We will meet at 4:30 
for happy hour and soup will be served at 5:30.  
Afterwards we can watch the parade from our own 
boats or on the Bay Star.  I will need a handful of folks 
to bring a pot of their favorite soup. More information 
will be sent a week before the event.  
 
I want to thank everyone for supporting the club during 
this time. Hopefully our girl will be back in time for the 
Regatta, but if she’s not we have a backup plan. Until 
then I hope to see everyone at the dock party this 
Saturday, November 4. I hear there might be live music - 
come and see for yourselves.  

About Boating 
Safety 

Saturday, Nov 3, Peoples 
Street Boater’s Facility, 8:00 
to 5:00 

Jane Scott & Jacque 
Potts 
Your BYC Education Partners 

(Boating Safety, continued) 

Once again the Bay Yacht Club is hosting the US Coast 
Guard Auxiliary’s "About Boating Safety" class.  
 
BYC hosted this course in 2015 and the Auxiliary asked 
us to do it again.  Invitations were sent to BYC members, 
CC Marina tenants, CC Yacht Club and Padre Island 
Yacht Club. 

The class will cover a variety of boating topics, including 
laws, safety equipment, marine environment, distress 
signals, first aid, anchors, fire extinguishers, fueling, 
docking, knots, weather, tides, charts, anchors, right-of-
way, buoys and beacons, emergency radio calls, and 
man overboard recovery. 

Over 15 people have pre-registered but don’t let that 
hold you up!  Get yourself down to the boater's facility 
on People's T-head on Saturday, November 3rd from 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 pm. The cost is $45 and includes 
donuts/coffee in the morning, lunch and course 
materials.  Several people have received discounts on 
their boater’s insurance because they completed this 
course; check with your insurance carrier. 

Dock Party, 

Saturday, November 3
rd

 
after Boater Safety Class 

John Stoner 
Vice Commodore 

As Michael Jackson pointed 
out, it’s as simple as: 
·        Bring an Appetizer 
·        Bring a Beverage 
·        Bring a Chair 
Come on, come on, come on let me show you what it's 
all about! 

It’s about a dock party!  And you’re invited! 

Please join members of the Bay Yacht Club on Saturday, 
November 3rd, right after the USCG Boater’s Safety Class  
We’ll be mingling along the G and H docks of People’s T-
head around 6:00 pm. So grab your ABCs and join us! 

Feel free to bring your Dog too (if applicable) 
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BYC November Events 

Saturday, November 3 

 8:00 – 5:00  USCG Auxiliary Boating 
Safety Class, Peoples Street Boater’s 
Facility. 

 6:00 p.m. Dock Party, People’s Street 
G and H docks. 

Monday, November 5 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Monday, November 12 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Tuesday, November 13 

 6:00 p.m. BOD Meeting 

Saturday, November 17 

 Turkey Day Regatta 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner 

Monday November 19 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Thursday, November 22 

 

Saturday, November 24 

 TBD - Decorate Bay Star for Christmas 
Holidays (if she’s back from the 
shipyard).  

 6:00 p.m. Pot-Luck Dinner 

Monday, November 26 

 6:45 p.m. Poker Night 

Saturday, December 1 

 4:30 p.m. - Harbor Lights Parade 
Happy Hour and Soup Social 

Your ad here:  $10 per month. 
 
Contact the BYC Treasurer 
 
BYCtreasurer@bayyachtclub.org 


