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If you haven't been aboard the
Bay Star lately, you should make
a special trip just to see her
beauty. Like a phoenix rising
from the ashes, she has emerged
as an elegant vessel. An astute
visitor at CCYC claimed our yacht
looked like it belonged to an oil
sheik or a rich rancher.
Please join us on August 11th as
we de-name and re-name her so
the deities of the sea and air will
bless us with good fortune. Our
thoughts
were
to
invite
members of the community so
they too can marvel at our
masterpiece.
Your board of directors is
working hard to maintain club
activities while protecting our
assets. At the June meeting, a
hearty discussion was held about
our insurance and the private
use of the Bay Star. In July we
hope to hear from the
committee that was formed to
research these issues further.

Several emails have been
circulating about the purity of
the Bay Yacht Club as a sailing
club only. If we are to financially
make ends meet, BYC must
continually focus on increasing
our membership. Our socials,
dinners and poker games are fun
evenings that have attracted
new
members
from
the
community. While sailing is our
main attraction, these extra
activities have helped grow the
club. Suggestions for functions
outside of club activities should
be brought to the board for
approval.
And there are lots of activities at
our club these days. Last month
we experienced a 1950s sockhop, the cruise to Conn Brown
Harbor, and a wonderful
celebration dinner aboard the
Bay Star. Upcoming events
include the Fourth of July social,
the back to school social, the
Etchells World Championship
races and, of course, our
continuing BYC race series.
Looking for an easy way to get
involved? Consider volunteering
to cook one of our monthly
dinners. It's a great way to meet
other members.
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Save These Dates

Get to Know Your Board
Walter
Crawford,
Engineer

Treasurer

and

Chief

Kathy Indrelunas and Susi Portis
Friday August 2

Navy Regatta registration party
Saturday night, August 10

Walter and Judy joined BYC in
2006. They own a Hunter 430
named “Endless Summer” moored
on B pier.
Walter recently retired as a
successful business owner and
before that was variously employed as general manager
for a division of Ball Aerospace, VP of Sales for
InterGame, Director of Marketing and of Engineering for
Divisions of Sony and other corporations.
Walter was Rear Commodore in 2008 and 2014, Vice
Commodore in 2015, Commodore in 2009, 2012 and
2016, and served on the Board of Directors as Past
Commodore in 2010, 2013 and 2017.
Walter
volunteered to serve in the capacity of Chief Engineer
for the Bay Star when we acquired her in 2017. His
electrical engineering talents have been largely
responsible for restoring the Bay Star’s electromechanical systems to operational status. This is his
second year to serve as the club’s Treasurer.

Vice Commodore’s Notes

Back to School Social. We’ll be collecting school
supplies for needy students.
Sunday afternoon – August 11

Bay Star Recommissioning and Renaming
Ceremony. Open House

Cooking Opportunities
Suzi Portis, Dinner Belles

I continue to be pleased at how well the galley
performs. Rice, bread, and peach gallettes came out of
the ovens Saturday June 22 for the celebration dinner!
It wouldn't have happened without the help of K Jack,
Alice Splawn, Kathy Oler, and Glenda Zelnik.

Jim Whitworth

Now that Susie Portis has got the
carpet installed, I am declaring
the Bay Star refurbishing to be
complete. It is time to start using
our new club house daily. I
suggest that members use it as a
meeting place for coffee. There is
a coffee pot and coffee in the
galley. Donations for the coffee can be left in the
donation jar.

Making dinner is a great way to get to know other
members. The list of cooks and dates needed is on the
refrigerator. Offers of help with meal preparation,
serving, and especially clean up are always appreciated.
Come join the fun !
Cooks needed for the following Saturdays: July 20, July
27, Sept. 21, October 19, November 2, 16.

Although the refurbishing is complete, improvements
are still being made by member volunteers. Somebody
has installed sun shades in the alcove and the pilot
house. Somebody brought ice trays, so we now have ice
on both decks. Our new club house is something to be
admired more each day.
Let’s take advantage of it.
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Welcome
back
to
returning
members
Christine Salch / Rick Bell
and Paul and Esperanza
Magnini.
Christine is a partner in
the local accounting firm Swank, Salch & Henderson PC
and Rick is an Adjunct Professor of Accounting at TAMU
CC. Rick is also on the Marina’s Water/Shore Advisory
committee. They own a J97 named “Vesper.”
Paul is an I&E Designer at Onyx Engineering. He and
Esperanza own a J30 named “Esperanza II.”
Former student member Danielle Velez has transitioned
to an active member..
Congratulations All and Welcome Aboard

July Fourth Holiday Social
Come watch the fireworks from the beautiful Bay Star at
this year’s annual 4th of July celebration!
Feel free to invite friends and
family for a great day of fun with
games, food, and our famous
apple pie contest.
Not a baker? Try your luck at the
Texas Hold’em Tournament or
Bingo!
No charge except
beverage donations.

Bay Star’s Renovation – a trip down
memory lane.
Jim Robertson - Editor

A review of the highs and lows of the Bay Star’s
renovation from August 2017 to present. In more or
less chronological order, here’s what BYC members did
in 20 months to convert Bay Star from a fire damaged
hulk to the beauty she is today.
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August 2017
BYC acquires Bay Star as consideration for vacating
lease at 555 S. Shoreline; where the new Frost Bank
building is presently under construction. In two
weeks, members strip the main deck of all burned
and damaged materials. Trailer loads of debris
taken to the landfill. Upper deck and pilot house
cleaned and temporary lighting installed. When
Hurricane Harvey threatens, move boat to E pier.
Mooring cleats on E pier break during the storm and
our girl has an unsupervised marina cruise until she
fetches up in the mud by the breakwater.
Remarkably, she damages nothing and is not
damaged. Returns to Lawrence Street T-Head on
August 20.
September 2017
Install mooring bollards and new dock lines for the
Lawrence Street berth. Build and install a new
aluminum brow for boarding the boat. Began
liaison with the City’s Developmental Services Dept.
for shore infrastructure. Began to replace low
voltage wiring, fire damaged windows and doors.
Adopt protocols and budget for renovation project
management.
October 2017
Complete repair on wiring from pilot house to
engine room and engine control modules. Start
both propulsion engines, secondary genset and bow
thruster for first time.
Receive new USCG
documentation with recreational endorsement.
Register boat with Texas Parks and Wildlife. Plan
new galley layout, choose cabinets and order
equipment. Began installation of insulation on
exposed underside of second deck.
November 2017
Began to clean the hull and running gear, which
proves to be a larger task than the Board and the
divers bargain for. Rebuild fire-damaged steering
system between pilot house and rudder actuators.
Redesign and restoration of ship’s electrical systems
in progress. CC Electric fabricates custom breaker
boxes for shore power / ship genset electrical
interfaces.
December 2017 / January 2018
Reach tentative solution with Developmental
Services on design of shore utilities. Install electric
breaker panels. Electrical power from auxiliary
genset available to run air conditioning, heating and
lighting until shore power available.
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February 2018
Contractors begin trenching, tunneling and
installing underground piping to bring electricity,
water and sewage to the Bay Star’s berth. Conduct
classroom training for pilot house/line handler
operations, engineering systems and underway
damage control.
March 2018
Complete shore power electrical rack. AEP installs
transformer. Sewage and potable water
connections complete. Interior work on restrooms,
doors and wiring continues.
April / May 2018
200 amp shore power connected to the new
breaker panels and switches. All shore systems
certified “OK” by City inspectors. Repair A/C chill
water piping. Men’s and women’s restrooms
serviceable. Pressurized water available. Install
galley cabinets and appliances. Move Kegerator
from storage to place of honor in the second deck
lounge. Plumbing systems for second deck sinks
restored and operational.
June 2018
Galley operational for limited cooking. Interior
renovation and cleanup continues.
Replace
pressurized water pump. Install new navigation and
safety equipment in pilot house. Verify operation of
radar, radios, chart plotter, AIS, etc.
July 2018
Repair and caulk engine room air vents, eliminating
a constant source of rainwater to the ship’s bilges.
New fenders allow the boat to rest closer to the
quay. Install six new air conditioners for galley, pilot
house and main deck. Galley countertop finished.
Remaining appliances installed and serving counter
utility outlets connected to electricity. Galley
accoutrements retrieved from storage and set up
for cooking. Tools and construction residuals
removed. Main deck cleared of the accumulated
miscellany. Tables and chairs brought from storage.
Main deck ready for cooking and dining service.
August / September 2018
Bay Star is in the queue for haul-out at Marker 533
Shipyard in Aransas Pass. Date TBD. Repairs have
reached the stage where we must complete
shipyard work before final renovation of the main
deck. Miscellaneous cleanup and electrical wiring
tasks completed. In spite of the unfinished main
deck, the boat is now the venue for dinners,
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Wednesday evening gatherings to watch the MORF
races, Monday night poker and other activities.
October 2018
Bay Star proceeded under her own power to Mile
533 shipyard for yard work which includes a bottom
job. exterior and interior repainting, repair of rust
holes, new hull zincs, new windows and galley door
and much more.
November / December 2018
Bay Star hauled and placed on blocks at Mile 533.
Shipyard workers cleaned hull and began repairs.
Substantial repair completed by end of December.
Ready to begin hull sandblasting and painting which
are extremely weather dependent tasks.
January 2019
Winter weather very uncooperative for needed
shipyard work.
February / March 2019
Ditto.
Shipyard trying as best they can to complete the
job.
Honestly…are a few dry, warm, low wind days too
much to ask for?
April 2019
Exterior painting and other shipyard work
completed. On April 25, Bay Star returned to her
Lawrence Street T head berth. She was moored by
mid-day and the interior more or less cleaned up by
the end of the day.
May 2019
Installed main deck suspended ceiling and lighting
fixtures. Wainscoting below main deck windows,
doors to electrical cabinet and other interior finish
work completed. Boats name, hailing port and BAY
YACHT CLUB decals applied.
June 2019
Installed carpet and laminate flooring on main deck.
Reconstruction essentially complete.
“We’re All Finished” celebration party.
Recommissioning / renaming party and open house
scheduled for August.
Discounting the months of January – March of this year
when the weather didn’t play nice with the shipyard,
the club completed this project in a mere 20 months.
Wow!
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BYC July Events
Every Monday


7:00 p.m. Texas Hold ‘em Poker

Every Wednesday


5:30 p.m. Fantail Social. Watch MORF
races from the Topside Lounge. BYO
refreshments.

Thursday July 4 – Independence Day Social







4:15 p.m. Bingo
6:00 p.m. Poker Tournament
6:00 p.m. Parade on Shoreline Blvd
Apple Pie Contest
9:00 p.m. Harbor bridge light display
9:30 p.m. Fireworks

Weekend July 6 - 7


Cruise weekend

Saturday July 13




9:15 a.m. Skippers Meeting, BYC Race
#4
1:00 p.m. (approx.) Award
presentation after race
6:00 p.m. Club dinner

Saturday, July 20


Your ad here: $10 per month.
Contact the BYC Treasurer
BYCtreasurer@bayyachtclub.org

6:00 p.m. Club Dinner

Saturday July 27



9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Work party for
ship’s maintenance
6:00 p.m. Club Dinner

Friday August 2


Navy Regatta registration
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