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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Gary Potts, Commodore 2019 

 
As we near the end of 2019, I reflect 
on the accomplishments and 
adventures we have shared.  So 
many races, socials, dinners, cruises, 
poker games, hard work and 
problem solutions.  I am honored to 
have been at the helm this year and 
look forward to supporting the new 
board in 2020. 
 
December is a full month of 
planned activities so don't miss out 
on the fun.  With the Bay Star 
adorned in Christmas lights and 
decorations, the fun is sure to take 
on a festive look.   
 
Everything begins on December 7th 
when BYC co-hosts the annual 
Harbor Lights Boat Parade with the 
Corpus Christi Marina and Corpus 
Christi Yacht Club.  We'll be hosting 
VIPs from the Port of Corpus Christi, 
children from Driscoll Children's 
Hospital and a KRIS-6 camera crew 
aboard the Bay Star.  With this many 
additional guests, be sure to bring 
enough soup to feed the troops.  
Also consider entering your vessel in 
the parade by completing a 
registration form and hanging as 
many lights as your generator can 
handle.  For more information visit 
http://ccyc.com/?page_id=73 

There will be a special meeting of 
the membership right before the 
annual Rear Commodore’s 
Christmas party on December 14th.  
The Board feels it necessary to 
share important information 
regarding our insurance so please 
plan on attending the meeting and 
stay for the party afterwards. 
 
On December 31st we'll be ringing in 
the new year at the Vice 
Commodore's New Year’s Eve party.  
Don't know what Jim has planned 
for us but I do remember a whole 
lot of kissin' going on around 
midnight.  Follow that with the Past 
Commodore's breakfast the next 
morning and you are sure to have a 
prosperous new year. 
 
Thanks to all who helped with this 
year's adventure of repairing, 
restoring and returning our club 
vessel to her permanent location.  
My favorite saying comes from a 
guest over at CCYC when they 
looked at the Bay Star and said “I 
wonder which millionaire owns that 
yacht?”  We are fortunate to have 
such a glamorous club house but 
more importantly, a membership 
that enjoys her! 
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Vice Commodore’s Notes 
Jim Whitworth 

This will be the last article I write 
as Vice Commodore. I have 
enjoyed my term, particularly 
because of being able to 
participate in the restoration of 
the Bay Star. I wish to thank all 
those who have contributed with 
time, talent and donations. Too 

many to list. 
 
Renovation projects remaining to be done include stalls 
for the ladies’ head, second deck sconces, and applying 
the name decal to the port side. 
 
It is wonderful to see our members using the facility. It 
is a great place for playing cards, using your lap top, just 
reading or enjoying coffee or a pick-up meal with 
friends. It is good for the facility to be occupied. If you 
want to lock the door while you are inside, it is asked 
that you leave the key in the lock box on the door. You 
can lock the door from inside using the knob. That way 
other members will not be locked out. 
 
Although the restoration is 99% complete, the need for 
maintenance continues. There are the routine chores 
such as pumping out and refilling waste water and 
potable water tanks, and stocking supplies for the 
heads. Then there are repairs that become necessary 
such as chipping and painting. Think about attending 
the next work party. You do not need special talents, 
and the work parties generally turn out to be fun for all 
who participate. We just finished installing a new 
accumulator tank for our fresh water system. The tank 
was donated by Carl Mackay. The plumbing done by 
Andy Horner. These tasks continue and your new Vice 
Commodore will need help. Think about volunteering 
for her committee. 
 
Sylvia and I will be hosting the traditional New Year’s 
Eve party. In the past it has been one of the best 
attended functions of the year. Make plans to attend. 

Book Club 

Sue Byrne 

December 10th is the 
next gathering of the 
BYC Book Club.  The 
book to discuss is 
Lincoln in the Bardo by 
George Saunders/  It 
won the 2017 Man 
Booker Prize.  Time 

magazine listed it as one of its top ten novels of 2017. 
 
The novel takes place during and after the death of 
Abraham Lincoln’s son, Willie, and deals with the 
president’s grief at his loss.  Most of the novel, which 
takes place over the course of a single evening, is set in 
the bardo – an intermediate space between life and 
rebirth.  The book is very unusual, and we are looking 
forward to another lively discussion. 
 
Join us on the 10th at 7:00 p.m. at the Bay Star to add 
your thoughts about the book and Saunders’s writing. 
 
If you cannot come in December, the January 14th book 
is The Murrow Boys:  Pioneers of the Front Lines of 
Broadcast Journalism by Stanley Could and Lunne Olson. 
 
 
Any questions? Call Sue Byrne 512-626-8460.  
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BYC Racing 

Jim Robertson, Principal Race Officer 

 
BYC hosted the Turkey Day 
Regatta on Saturday, November 
16.  The Regatta featured start 
and finish lines in the bay with 
race committee signal boat 

provided by CCYC and skippered by Alan Dinn.  BYC 
members Missy and John Valdez and son Dylan 
provided invaluable assistance with race signals, 
timekeeping and equally important, Missy’s lunch and 
munchies for everyone aboard the committee boat. 
 
Seven boats entered in each fleet; All-Sails and Non-
Spinnaker.  Weather for the day was cool, sunny and 
delightful. 
 

The first race began at 10:30 a.m. with a north wind. 
The Non-Spin fleet sailed a 2.5 mile triangle course.  All-
Sails had a 2.1 mile windward leeward course. 
 
As race 1 ended, so did the wind as it began an 
anticipated shift from north to east.  Following a delay 
while the race committee with an assist from the crew 
of Kinderspell2 shifted course marks for the new east 
wind, Race 2 began at 12:40 p.m. with 1.5 mile 
windward-leeward courses for everyone.  The final 
races for both fleets were 3 mile windward-leeward.  
The last finisher crossed the line at 3:15 p.m.  
 

At the 
post-race 
awards 
ceremony 
aboard 
Bay Star, 
trophies 
were 
given to: 
 
 

 1st place Non-Spin:  Rick Bell, BYC/CCYC, Vesper  

 2nd place Non-Spin:  Hal Peterson, BYC, Warrior  

 3rd place Non-Spin:  Neil Gallagher, BYC, 
Waypoint  

 1st place All-Sails:  Bill Lyles, CCYC,  Passion  

 2nd place All-Sails:  Corey Harding, BYC, 
LickitySplit  

 3rd place All-Sails:  Robert Kelley, CCYC, Defying 
Gravity,  
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BYC December Events 

Every Monday 

 7:00 p.m. Texas Hold ‘em Poker 
Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch 
MORF races from the Topside 
Lounge.  BYO refreshments. 

Saturday December 7 

 5:00 p.m. Harbor Lights Social 

 6:30 p.m. Illuminated Boat Parade 
Tuesday December 10 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club 
Saturday December 14 

 5:00 p.m. Special Membership 
Meeting 

 6:00 p.m. Rear Commodore 
Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 15 

 12:00 BOD Meeting 
Tuesday December 31 

 Vice Commodore’s New Year’s 
Party 

Wednesday January 1 

 Past Commodore’s Breakfast 

 

 


