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The year has started off with cruises, socials, and committee actions.  The cruise to Port A was another great 
cruise by all accounts, and many members participated.  The Installation of Officers’ Banquet was another 
wonderful party with good friends.  The PIYC held their party at the NAS Officers’ Club as well, and they in-
vited the BYC attendees to join them in the Ball Room to dance to their live band, another display of the great 
relations between the Clubs. 
 
We now have new steps up to the deck – check them out on your way to enjoy some very nice evenings on 
the deck.  A rather large and comprehensive revision to the Bylaws will be presented at the April General 
Membership meeting for acceptance, and circulated prior to the meeting for review.  The BYC web site is be-
ing fluffed, buffed and polished, so standby for the grand opening.  What was said to be impossible has been 
accomplished.  The BYC members, who comply with very detailed NAS rules, will be able to cruise to the 
NAS, anchor behind their breakwater, and enjoy the pool and Officers’ Club facilities.  Be sure you are aware 
of and comply with ALL the rules so that this privilege isn’t lost. 
 
February’s calendar is already full of activities including another Port A cruise bridging Jan/Feb, followed by 
the Valentine Day social/dinner, and another cruise at the end of the month to a location tbd.  The racing sea-
son, comprised of some 10 BYC sponsored races, will begin in Feb and many of the races will be scored with 
a golf-type handicap so everyone can look forward to a “win”.  All BYC sponsored event participation continues 
to increase and everyone is having a great time.  Be sure you are taking full advantage of the various activities 
and getting the most from YOUR Club. 
 
If you are not active in one or more of the Committees, you are missing a great opportunity to have fun with 
friends, get to know the Club operations better, and contribute to the vitality of the Club.  Please contact any of 
the Chairpersons and volunteer to be a participant – you won’t regret it. 

 
BYC Commodore 
S/V Still Dreamin 
S/V Pazuzu 

 Commodore's Corner— Februrary 2009 
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Bay Yacht Club Presents Annual Awards 
 

  BYC of Corpus Christ is proud to recognize the following members for their outstanding contributions to the club 
and sailing community during 2008. 
       The Young Yachtsman of the Year goes to Andrew Kramer for the second year in a row.  Andrew is a senior 
at Flour Bluff High School, who in addition to being an honor student, completed the Sea Scout Program, raced as 
crew on several boats and is a fine example to old and young sailors of good sportsmanship. 
       The BYC Board of  Directors have chosen Jake Jacobsen as the 18

th
 recipient of the Terry T. Harkrider 

Award  for outstanding service.  He was recognized for his superior service to the club as Past Commodore, nu-
merous hours contributed to repair the club and the club systems, recruitment of several new members, plus be-
ing a true ambassador for sailing and the BYC.   The Harkrider Award is not presented every year and is pre-
sented as a memorial to Terry Harkrider, a club member who demonstrated extreme unselfish dedication and ser-
vice to the organization. 
      Cruise Director Ron Hebert selected Harry Armenia and Linda Guiffre as the Cruisers of the Year.  They com-
pleted a 16 month trip from Corpus Christi, up the east coast through the Great Lakes and down the Mississippi 
River back home.  This trip is known as the Great Loop for cruisers. 
      Departing Commodore Joe Blair awarded the Commodore’s Trophy to Melissa Bowen, past secretary, for her 
unselfish service to BYC.   Melissa also received this trophy in 2000. 
     The 2008 Cook of the Year award was made to Johnny and Cynthia Huddleston.   BYC has a weekly dinner 
program prepared by the members and annually the members vote on the best cook. 
     Captain Hal Peterson with his Cal  35 “Warrior” was the 2008 Fleet Champion. 
     Brenda Spence was honored as the initial recipient of   “The Broken Toilet Seat” a tongue in cheek perpetual 
award created for the yachtsman who contributed most to safety awareness through their action.   Brenda earned 
this distinction by breaking her arm after inserting it through the wheel while in reverse on her Catalina 36, 
“Starfish”. 
 
Lynn Walton 

Jake Jacobson winner of the Harkrider Award Brenda Spence  “The Broken Toilet Seat” award 

 2009 BAY YACHT CLUB OFFICERS “The Young Yachtsman of the Year “  Andrew Kramer  
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“Haul the sheet in as we ride on the wind that our forefathers harnessed before us.” 

 

 

Have you ever been on a cruise, and had some unfortunate mishap?   
Or, you just plain made a decision that later turned out to be a dumb one?   
Of course, “No one saw that”.  Anyone who did “Surely won’t tell the others”.   
Yeah, right. Like that’s going to happen. 
 
Oh sure I’ll write about it in my articles; but an Award…  I received an e-mail from a member   (who will remain 
nameless Tom Arnold  for his own safety.) informing me that there use to be, just such an award.  It sounded like 
fun to me, so announcing the…     
     

“BYC Cruising Mullet Award” 
 

This most prestigious award will be bestowed upon a person(s) should the afore mentioned mishap, mayhem, or 
act of stupidity occur.   
Well it’s not really an award.  I’m thinking more along the lines of a cartoon drawing of a fish with a “mullet hair-
do”. (I’ve commissioned an artist friend.) Frame it, and put a paper plate under it to write the names on. 
 
So, without any further adieu. The January “BYC Cruising Mullet Award” goes to…. 
 
Jake “Plow Boy” Jacobsen, and his lovely Admiral, Jenny Jackson.  It seems that somewhere along the way, dur-
ing the return trip of “The Voyage of Recovery”, that the S / V Honky Voodoo decided to get some weight off her 
bow.  As you may recall, it was quite blustery that day, and the boats were moving along quite briskly.  
When Jake & Jenny pulled in to their slip, after getting the boat tied up, the next priority was to RAISE THE AN-
CHOR.  It’s not know when or where it decided to go for a swim, But Jake said there was about 30’ of rode out, 
and the anchor did have evidence that it had tried to get a hold of the bottom as it was quite muddy.  Jakes’ re-
sponse: “I thought she was handling a little bit funny.”  Anyway, I think it was a good start to a new channel.   
 
By the time you read this article we will be on / or just have returned from the BYC Frost Bite Cruise, so I’ll have 
the recap of that escapade for you next month.  Until then, start clearing your calendar, because it looks like it’ 
going to be another great year of cruising fun in the sun. 
February is a busy month with races, the Valentine Social, and lest we forget, the ever popular Mardi Gras party.  
Our next BYC Cruise is on the calendar for the weekend of February 28

th 
with the location TBD. 

 
“That’s why we wander, and follow La Vie Dansante.” 
 
Ron Hebert  
S / V La Vie Dansante 
BYC Cruise Dude  

 

CRUISIN’ NOTES 
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VICE COMMODORE’S CORNER 

The Stairway to the Heavens  (Do I hear a Led Zeppelin tune here?) 

  
If you have been by the club lately, or if you have not, you should, you will notice a new re-
pair.  The rear stairs leading to the top deck have completely been redone.  A whole new 
look.  A great team of members got together Saturday, January 24 and tore out the old and re-
built a whole new set of stairs.  We did this without needing the services of a medical profes-
sional, even though power tools were involved.  We started at around 8:30 and were finished 
by 3:00.  What a crew.  We even made this a city job.  We had people leaning on shovels (we 
have pictures!!).  I wish to thank everyone who helped: Lewis Eisenberg, Jake Jacobsen (our 
residence flame thrower), Larry Frank (provided metallurgy assistance), Andy Horn  (city engi-
neer), Walt Crawford, Charlie Gibbs, Lynn Walton, Russell York and myself.  Thanks again  
 
Harry J. Armenia  

"CABARET"  

40' Defever Passagemaker hull #3 

 

ANDY HORNER AND HARRY ARMENIA 

THE GALLEY SLAVE CO-ORDINATOR CORNER 
(also known as the Dinner Chairladies' comments) 

 
Many thanks to Jo Ann Robertson for stepping forward and being first out of the chute to cook for the club this 
year.  Assisted by Carla Frank and Cathy Colley, the three ladies served a dinner most appropriate for a chilly 
January night - chili, of course, with tortillas and a fresh, juicy, apple crisp dessert.  The dinner appeared to be 
well appreciated by the large turn out of Bay Yacht Club members - some of whom having been so long absent 
that they were introduced as guests.  Thank you Jo Ann, Carla and Cathy for your efforts. 
Stop the press!!  A change to the calendar:  We are no longer having a Pot Luck Dinner on February 7.  Terry 
Butler has stepped forward and has offered the club a taste of Puerto Rico for that night.  Good on you, Terry.  
So, for the rest of the members, save your pot luck dishes for later. 
Also, keep in mind MARDI GRAS.  Captain Ron and his lady, Jo, are having their annual dinner and party - pres-
ently scheduled for February 21 (unless, of course, the Pope moves the date of Easter). 
A gentle reminder:  We have many open days just waiting for cooks, and dinner dates without cooks turn into Pot 
Luck Dates.   February 7 and March 7 started out as Pot Luck Dinner dates.  February 7 has, thanks to Terry, 
metamorphosed  into a dinner.  Likewise, we now have a volunteer for the March 7 date.  So if you do not have a 
copy of the new and improved BYC calendar of events, please note the changes - February 7 and March 7 are 
now dinners, not pot lucks. 
 
We also have had two folks, independently, step forward, wanting to assist in the preparation of a dinner and the 
clean up thereafter, but who feel they would be overwhelmed if they were to do it all by their lonesomes.  So, if 
you are wanting to do a dinner, but would like assistance in the preparation, including salads, bread, and side 
dishes, let us (or them) know!! 
 
Cynthia and K 
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To borrow a phrase from my sainted grandmother, our 2009 racing season is “Fixin’ to start.”  And what a season 
it shall be. In response to some very good suggestions from Club members, we are introducing innovative 
changes to this year’s racing schedule. 
 
7-Race Saturday Series The four Top Gun races will be replaced with a seven race Saturday Series.  Each race 
in this new series is scheduled on a day when the Club plans a Saturday evening meal or social. All are non spin-
naker “cruising” class competitions. The skippers meeting will typically be at 11:00 with a twelve noon start. Races 
will be intended to last about three hours thus providing everyone sufficient time to refresh, cleanup and sneak in 
a power nap before the evening event at the Club. Starts and finishes will be at the T head. Some will feature pur-
suit starts wherein the boat with the largest rating starts first, followed at intervals by boats with successively lower 
ratings.  Boats crewed by only one or two people will be permitted use of their auto helm in situations when a third 
set of hands is needed to steer the boat. The seven races will be scored as a series and points based on finish 
position accumulated throughout the year. Participants will be allowed to throw out two of the seven races. There 
will be a $20 per boat race fee for the entire series. Awards will be presented at the end of the year for best overall 
finish, participation, and other noteworthy achievements. The first two races in this series are February 14 
(Valentines Day Regatta) and March 14 (St Patrick’s Day Regatta.)  The schedule for the entire Series and dates 
of other races will be published in the Club calendar. 
 
Dynamic Performance Adjusted Handicap  The Corpus Christi Bay PHRF handicap committee consisting of 
Chairman Lynn Walton, Hal Peterson and Larry Haas will administer a special time on distance handicap rule for 
boats in the Saturday Series and other races where participation is limited to BYC members.  The goal of the Dy-
namic Performance Adjusted Handicap is to provide, insofar as practicable, each BYC racer an even chance to 
win by incrementally factoring out the speed and performance differences of our Club’s diverse fleet. The commit-
tee will make handicap adjustments based on a rolling average of a boat’s performance in its last 3 races.   Ad-
justments will begin after the 1

st
 race.   Each boat’s handicap adjustment, expressed as seconds per nautical mile, 

is based on 50% of the corrected time difference between it’s finish and the 3
rd

 place boat. A boat’s first perform-
ance adjustment, which may be positive or negative, will be added to it’s normal PHRF handicap. This is the initial 
Dynamic Performance Adjusted Handicap for the boat.  Subsequent adjustments, either positive or negative, are 
added to the boat’s most recent DPAH.  The first three adjustments will be limited to a maximum of 30 seconds 
per NM and all subsequent adjustments to 10 seconds per NM.  No handicap adjustment will be computed if the 
corrected time difference between a boat’s finish and the 3

rd
 place boat is less than or equal to 3 sec/nm, that race 

result will not be used in the three race moving average, and the boat’s DPAH remains unchanged for the next 
race.  As this goes to press, the committee is finishing their work on the very newly minted Corpus Christi Bay 
Performance Handicap Racing Fleet Rules and Regulations which includes a thorough description of the DPAH 
concept.   
 
Lynn has distributed a 2009 Corpus Christi Bay PHRF Rating Application Form via e-mail to all hands. Please 
take a few minutes to fill this out and return it.  The committee needs this information to establish your boat’s 
baseline PHRF handicap. 
 
Race Committee Volunteers  Mary Herrington, David Lark and Carl McKay have volunteered to help me with RC 
duties this year and I thank them for that.  We could use at least two more club members on the RC team.  Each 
race requires a minimum of two people to sign in registrants, collect any fees, monitor the starts and finishes, and 
calculate corrected times based on a boat’s assigned handicap. If you think you would enjoy hanging out at the 
club for three or four hours on an occasional Saturday, waving flags, tooting horns, and chatting with tourists who 
come down to watch the race starts and finishes then this is a volunteer job tailor made for you.  No experience 
required. On the job training provided absolutely free of charge. Call me!!           
 
I am really excited about the upcoming year. I believe the changes we’ve made will strengthen the club’s racing 
program. BYC Racing was very successful last year and we can build on that success to create an even better 
program in 2009.  
  
Jim Robertson 
Race Committee Chair 

BYC 2009 RACING 
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B.Y.C.                  FEBRUARY  2009                  B.Y.C. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
  

Frost Bite Cruise 

home 

2 
Groundhog Day 

3 4 
  

MORF Race 

5:30 PM 

5 
Water Shore 

Advisory Meet-

ing 5:30PM 

Boaters’ Facility 

6 7 
BYC Dinner 

MORF 
Spring Series #1 

8 
  
BYC Board Mtg 

4:00 PM 

9 10 11 
  

MORF Race 

5:30 PM 

12 13 14 

BYC Valentines 

Day Social 7PM 
BYC Valentines 

Day Race 
Sat Series #1 11AM 

15 16 
Presidents’ Day 

17 18 
  

MORF Race 

5:30 PM 

19 20 21 
Mardi Gras 

Dinner Party 
MORF 

Spring Series  #2 

22 23 24 25 
Ash Wednesday 

  
MORF Race 

5:30 PM 

26 27 28 
BYC Cruise 

To TBD 
  

  

B.Y.C.                      MARCH 2009                    B.Y.C. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
BYC Board 

Mtg 4:00 PM 
BYC Cruise 
From TBD 

2 
3 4 

  
MORF Race 

5:30 PM 

5 
Water Shore 

Advisory Meet-

ing 5:30PM 

Boaters’ Facil-

ity 

6 7 
BYC 

Dinner 
MORF Deniz Tor Me-

morial Regatta 

8 
Daylight Sav-

ings 
Time - Set 

FWD 

9 10 11 
  

MORF Race 

6:00 PM 

12 13      BYC 
Educational 

PrograSail 

Trimming 
7:00 PM 

14 
BYC 

St Patrick's Day Regatta 
Sat Series #2 11AM 

BYC Irish Dinner/Social 

15 16 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
  

MORF Race 

6:00 PM 

19 20 
1st Day of 

Spring 

21 
  

BYC Cruise to Crab -

"N" 

22 
BYC Cruise 

Crab -"N" to 

Home 

23 24 25 
  

MORF Race 

6:00 PM 

26 27 28 
BYC Fish Fry Dinner 

MORF 
Spring Series  #3 

29 30 
31         
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Romance,  

Wine and Jazz     

Grab Your Favorite Guy or Gal   Join us for the Bay Yacht Club Valentines Day 

Party 

 
Saturday, February 14th 

7:00 pm 

Hors d’oeuvres and a Chocolate Fountain! 

CYNTHIA AND JOHNNY HUDDLESTON 

COOKS OF THE YEAR AWARD 

THANK YOU! 
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This Business Card Size Space  

Can be rented for 

$15.00/ Month 
  
  

  

  

This Business Card Size Space  

Can be rented for 

$15.00/ Month 
  
  

  

  

  

This Business Card Size Space  

Can be rented for 

$15.00/ Month 
  
  


